DAMIEN CLOTHIER
MOUNTAIN BLUE

NSW-based R&D Researcher and Agronomist
Damien Clothier from Mountain Blue was

the recipient of the inaugural Researcher

of the Year Award at BerryQuest
International 2025.

“Mountain Blue gives me the freedom to focus on
the research, while backing it with the resources
and long-term thinking needed to make real
progress. Having the support of the business

and knowing they’re invested in the longevity

of the program is critical in my role. It allows me
to focus on delivering what | need to, without
second-guessing the direction. They’ve created
an environment where innovation is encouraged,
and good work is genuinely valued.”

Damien was nominated for the award by Josh McGuiness,
CEQ at The Berry Collective, the marketing, supply chain,
procurement and sales function that is a joint venture
between Mountain Blue and the OzGroup.

“I've worked with Damien for years, but it wasn’t until
speaking with his mentor, Dr John Clark, that | truly
understood his impact. Dr Clark - one of the world’s top
Rubus breeders - said Damien’s knowledge, passion,
and progress rank among the best he’s seen in over

40 years. That kind of praise is rare and says a lot.”

Damien first joined Mountain Blue as a third-party agronomist
working on blueberries. Not long after, Managing Director
Andrew Bell launched a new project with a bold vision: to
build on their blueberry success by expanding into other
berries, starting with Damien leading the first blackberry
trials. As those trials expanded and started taking up more
of his time, it became clear he’d need to choose between
R&D and agronomy. The blackberry breeding work had really
sparked his interest, so Damien made the call to jump into
R&D full-time and leave agronomy behind. And the new
blackberry variety ‘Nebula’ is the result of that leap.

Blackberries are still a newer berry for Aussie shoppers,
but that’s changing. Once bought only occasionally by
a few households, their popularity has grown thanks

to better year-round supply and more investment in
marketing and education.
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“What excites me most about ‘Nebula’ is its
consistent flavour and impressive, uniform size.

It performs well even in low chill climates, making it
a win for both growers and consumers.”

Damien says the person who'’s influenced him the most
is his late grandfather, with the time spent on his farm
in the Southern Highlands of NSW sparking his love for
agriculture. Even though he started out as a mechanical
engineer, it was that early connection to farming that
eventually led him back to study agriculture and pursue
acareer in the industry.

“l often think and laugh about what he would think of
me breeding and growing blackberries because he was
always trying to kill them, a noxious weed, on his farm!”

Damien also credits Dr John Clark as an important
mentor. Damien feels incredibly fortunate to have had
someone so highly respected help guide him through his
blackberry breeding journey. Dr Clark’s deep knowledge
and philosophy around blackberries have encouraged
Damien not just to learn, but to keep asking questions
and seeking answers.

Innovation



