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Anthony was thrust into berry growing at a young age
when his mother became ill and was no longer able to
manage the farm. Anthony originally aspired to be a vet
and had a strong desire to study business management,
but this was put on the back burner when he needed

to take on the farm.

“My biggest regret was not doing more study.”

Anthony credits his success in farming to the lessons
he learned in motocross racing.

“Racing is like farming. You are continually training,
there are ups and downs, and you single-mindedly go for
what you believe. You get knocked down, but you keep
stepping up. It’s a cycle. If you put the same effort into
any business that you do when training for motocross,
you will succeed.”

When asked what is exciting and interesting about
growing berries, Anthony has plenty of answers.
Here are just two...

“Testing new varieties and working out if they will fit into
our production system and market windows is exciting.
And you can’t just trust what you see at first.

We loved ‘Camarosa’, but in the first year of field testing,
we thought it was a dud. Two years later, it was all we
were growing. Some interesting varieties are coming
through again now.”
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WA berry grower Anthony Yewers, owner of
Berry Sweet, received the Grower of the Year
Award at BerryQuest International 2025.

‘I love growing strawberries, getting out in the
field and watching the plants grow. | particularly
love looking at the first flush. It means my job is
done because the plant is up and going.”

Anthony grows all three berry categories, but
strawberries are his clear favourite.

In his 41st year of growing, Berry Sweet is

now one of the biggest berry operations in WA.
From a modest 5-acre plot managed by his
mother, Anthony has built a resilient business
focused onintegrity and being at the forefront
of technology and IPM.

“There is an exciting future ahead with Al and robotics.
Some of the stuff we are testing now is incredible, and
there is more to come.”

Anthony sees his biggest achievement as his early
transition to protected cropping under high tunnels on
tabletops for strawberries.

“I thank Gerry Verheyen for encouraging me to try high
tunnels. I've known Gerry since | was a kid and really
admire him. After trying the tunnels, | added tabletops.
I could see labour was going to be a problem in the
future, and tabletops were a way to improve labour
efficiency and create a nicer working environment.”

Anthony says he has a lot to be thankful for.

“My son Kyle and daughter Sienna are keen to stay

in the business, which is a proud moment. | have
awesome staff who have really stepped up over the
last 10 months, and | am fortunate to have a good
customer in Coles, who has been supportive of my
operation for over 30 years.” Anthony is looking forward
to stepping back to enjoy more time boating and fishing,
but says retirement isn’t on the cards.
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