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According to the Australian Horticulture Statistics Handbook 2023 /24,
approximately 86% of Australia’s blueberries are produced in NSWV, with

a significant portion of that grown on the mid north coast. The last decade

or so has seen tremendous growth in the region, which has provided

exceptional benefits for the local regional economy.

For berry growers, horticulturalists, farming operators,
and allied industry professionals based on the Coffs
Coast (and beyond), I am sure many of you are familiar
with a passionate horticulturalist and expert blueberry
agronomist: George Mittasch.

Recently, on a frosty and overcast winter’s day,

I travelled south on a business trip to the scenic
Nambucca Valley and had the opportunity to catch up
with George - a friend, avid bushwalker, occasional
mountain biker, and former colleague of mine - to
uncover the chronicles of his horticultural and berry
industry journey and garner some insights about the
fresh new venture he wishes to embark upon.

George was raised on a small beef farm and mixed-fruit
orchard in NSW’s Bellingen Shire, surrounded by his
father, two older sisters, and younger brother. From a
young age, all the kids were hands-on with farm life,
but it was George who truly fell in love with it. While
his siblings gradually moved on to other interests,
George’s curiosity only grew. He wanted to understand
not just how to run a farm, but why things worked

the way they did. That drive led him to study rural
sciences, opening the door to a career in agriculture
and horticulture.

In early 2017, George seized the opportunity to join
OzGroup Co-op, one of Australia’s largest producers

of blueberries, as a trainee agronomist based at the
Woolgoolga office. With many of the technical and
practical aspects of blueberry cultivation, production, and
agronomy to learn and the demonstrated importance of
building client rapport, George soon armed himself with
the necessary tools and developed a unique skill set to
become a trusted field adviser for the Co-op’s members.

After nearly five years with OzGroup, George was
presented with an opportunity in mid-2021 to move
into the commercial agri-reseller sector. There, he
supported customers with their agronomy needs
and helped source essential horticultural inputs for
a range of subtropical crops - including blueberries,
macadamias, avocados, finger limes, and more -
throughout the mostly sunny Coffs Coast.

Based in the Macksville district and surrounds,

George worked with a market-leading agri-reseller
where he played a key role in unlocking new
commercial opportunities. Over just 18 months,

his efforts sparked a noticeable shift in how local
horticultural producers approached their purchasing
decisions. Thanks to George’s drive and relationship-
building, the agri-reseller saw a major boost in its share
of the regional horticultural market.




.ff

George built his blueberry expertise across five years spent in Australia’s largest blueberry production area
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With over ten years of combined experience in
professional field advisory and sales development roles,
George decided to take a sabbatical to reflect on his
journey in horticulture. During this time, he realised

a common theme among the farmers and growers

he had worked with; they were seeking expert
agronomic advice from a truly independent source.

In early 2025, George launched an exciting new
venture by founding ‘Agronomical, an independent
agricultural consulting practice based in the Nambucca
Valley (NSW). The business was created to offer

expert agronomic advice to progressive growers and
farm leaders looking to improve and optimise their
commercial horticultural production systems.

Just before our meeting ended, George shared with
me a key insight about his new consultancy business:
his main mission is ...

to deliver strategic
transformations for
growing horticultural
enterprises

As the berry industry continues to grow and evolve,
attracting and retaining independent, highly skilled,
practical, and trusted consultants is more important
than ever. These experts play a vital role in sharing
best management practices across the sector ensuring
no grower is left behind. In doing so, they help lift the
standard of production industry-wide, driving progress
and resilience for the future.

As we say our goodbyes, I wish George all the best in
his new venture and look forward to hearing more of
his on-going contribution to the berry industry.
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