
Mountain Blue Unveils 
New Blackberry Variety: 

‘Nebula’
Gaius Leong, Berry Industry Development Manager, NSW DPIRD

Mountain Blue has just announced the release of its first blackberry variety, 
currently known as ‘Nebula’; a high-performing cultivar with a pleasing 
flavour and large size that is now ready for commercial production.  
After numerous years of research and development, this variety is starting 
to generate a buzz across the global berry industry for its impressive 

yields, great taste and grower-friendly traits.

‘Nebula’s stellar traits

Growth Habit
Semi-erect plant habit with shorter internodes can 
make this plant look compact and “bushy”, but given a 
full growing season, it will fill any trellis.  The shorter 
internode spacing, in addition to a ready ability to 
branch, creates lots of potential fruiting sites.

Production Timing
Low chill, early season floricane variety producing  
fruit in mid-October to late November in Northern 
NSW and December to mid-January in Tasmania.

Yield
Consistently high-yielding floricane variety  
producing in excess of 35t/ha over multiple years.  

Flavour Profile
Sweet and juicy with a reduced acid profile to please 
most palates (Brix as high as 13, averaging 10-11 across 
numerous seasons and trial sites).

Shelf Life 
Excellent firmness and post-harvest durability with 
minimal to no red reversion.

It’s not just about performance in the field as the 
Nebula berry shines in the punnet too. With an 
impressive average berry length of 4 cm and an average 
weight just under 10 grams, this variety’s large size and 
glossy skin will make it visually striking to consumers. 
Combined with its well-balanced flavour, it offers 
a premium eating experience that aligns with the 
growing demand for high-quality blackberries.
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With its large size, high yield, 
pleasing flavour and strong 
shelf life, this variety delivers 
a wow factor for growers, 
consumers and retailers alike, 
says Damien Clothier, Rubus 
Research and Development 
Manager at Mountain Blue.



Initial trials have drawn strong interest from  
berry growers and marketers domestically and the 
variety is starting to draw attention internationally. 
With its commercial strength and consumer appeal, 
this variety is on its way to becoming a fixture in  
the global blackberry market.

Mountain Blue’s newest release is a clear  
example of the company’s ongoing commitment  
to breeding excellence. From Eureka Blueberries  
to this potentially game-changing blackberry, 
Mountain Blue continues to deliver innovation  
that drives the berry category forward. 

Growers interested in trial or commercial planting of 
Nebula are encouraged to contact the Mountain Blue 
team for licensing information. 

Visit www.mountainblue.com.au/mountain-blue-genetics 
and complete the enquiry form.

The new Blackberry variety has provided long and heavy fruit from a plant structure that is compact and bushy 
Photos credit: Mountain Blue
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