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Nathan Baronio is a third-generation horticulturist and co-manager

of Eastern Colour, a family-run apple and strawberry farm located in

Applethorpe, Queensland. Together with his brother Stephen, Nathan

has upheld and expanded a legacy that began nearly a century ago,

transforming Eastern Colour into one of the Granite Belt's most innovative

and community-focused agricultural enterprises.
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Nathan Baronio. Photo credit: Eastern Colour

The Baronio family's agricultural journey commenced
in the 1930s when Battista Baronio emigrated from
Brescia, Italy, to Australia. Initially working in the sugar
cane fields of Innisfail, Battista relocated to the Granite
Belt region to recover from dengue fever. There, he
married Vincenza, whose family had also emigrated
from Calabria, Italy. Together, they cultivated a
vineyard and grew tomatoes and apples, laying the
foundation for the family's farming tradition.

In the 1970s, their son John Baronio established
Eastern Colour, naming it to reflect both its location
on the eastern side of Applethorpe and the vibrant
produce it yielded. The farm faced significant
challenges, including a devastating hailstorm in 1985
that destroyed an entire apple crop. This setback
prompted diversification into broccoli, leading
Eastern Colour to become one of Australia's top five
broccoli producers in the 1980s.

After pursuing careers away from agriculture,
Nathan and Stephen returned to the family farm in
2014, bringing with them fresh perspectives and a
commitment to innovation. Under their leadership,
Eastern Colour has embraced protective cropping
techniques, particularly for strawberries, which are
now grown in substrate systems that enhance water
efficiency and fruit quality.
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Eastern Colour grows summer season strawberries in Queensland’s inland Granite Belt region under protective
polytunnels using a substrate based system. Photos credit: Glenda Riley

Today, Eastern Colour cultivates approximately two
million strawberry plants each season, making it the
largest strawberry producer in the Granite Belt region
of Queensland. The farm's location at 930 metres above
sea level provides ideal conditions - cool nights and
warm days - for producing high-quality apples and
strawberries during the summer season.

Nathan's contributions extend well beyond farm
management. He serves on the Executive Committee

of the Granite Belt Growers Association, advocating for
local horticulture and promoting collaborative marketing
efforts among growers. Additionally, he is a director
representing Strawberries Australia on the Berries
Australia Board, reflecting his commitment to the broader
industry. Nathan has also recently taken on responsibility
for overseeing the joint industry ‘Berry Basket’ marketing
activities following the first trial campaign in 2024-25.
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Nathan's vision for Eastern Colour encompasses
sustainable practices and community involvement. By
integrating modern agricultural techniques with a deep
respect for the family's heritage, he aims to ensure the
farm's viability for future generations. Eastern Colour's
long-standing partnership with Woolworths, established
in 1988, exemplifies this balance of tradition and innovation.

As Eastern Colour approaches its 50th anniversary,
Nathan and Stephen’s leadership continues to guide
the farm toward a future that honours its rich history
while embracing the advancements necessary for
sustainable agriculture.
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