
Future horticulture production, collaborating to 

learn from the arid environments





Future vegetable production, 
collaborating to learn from the arid 
environments

What can we learn?









Population
25.5 million
GDP per capita $69475 
Average age 37.2
Average age of farmer 56
Agriculture 2.4 % of GDP

$1 AUD 

Population
11.5 million
GDP $77251 per capita
Average age 33.5
Average age of farmer ?
Agriculture 0.9% of GDP

2.32 Dirham











62 V 994



Diesel 
$417 Dirham/Litre in Australia
$256 Dirham/Litre in UAE



Agriculture Electricity Tariff ??????

3 fils/kWh or roughly $ 0.01 AUD/ kWh

Cost of Water ???

1.5 fils/gallon $1700 AUD /megalitre  Desalinated



Fruit and Vegetable Wage Australia 69 
Dirham/hour
UAE 950 Dirham/month ($400 AUD/month)





































































KEY LEARNINGS

United Arab Emirates can produce quality 
horticultural products in an arid environment

They do it through innovation and technology 
including hydroponics, water purification, 
cooled greenhouses

Other advantages including lower energy and 
labour costs compared to Australia
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