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Fresh Berries Overview 
Pages 70-71 profile total berry producƟon and 
trade. It combines informaƟon on blueberries, 
strawberries and rubus berries (such as 
raspberries and blackberries). The following 
pages profile each berry category in more 
detail. 
For the year ending June 2018: 

116,585 t was produced. 
The value of producƟon was $911.4 m while 
the wholesale value of the fresh supply was $1,065.3 m. 
75% of Australian households purchased fresh berries, buying an average of 
327 g per shopping trip.  
The supply per capita was 3.9 kg, based on the volume supplied. 
 

Fresh Berries Supply Chain—Year Ending June 2018 

 
Sources: ABS; AC; CFVIWA; GTA; IRB; MP & DD (Freshlogic Analysis) 

Production 116,585t
$911m

Processing 14,674t

Fresh Export 4,529t
$34.2m

13%

4%

Fresh Supply 98,617t
$1,065m84%

Fresh Import
1,235t
$29.5m

327g75% 4 kg

Consumer metrics

100%

0%

2017/18 Australian HorƟculture  
StaƟsƟcs Handbook 

 

 
12/03/2019 
 

 
Sources: ABS; AC; CFVIWA; GTA; IRB; MP & DD (Freshlogic Analysis) 

Fresh Berries InternaƟonal Trade 
Australia typically exports more fresh berries than it imports. For the year ending 
June 2018, Australia exported 4,529 tonnes of fresh berries, as profiled in the 
graph below, where imports are counted as negaƟve tonnes. 

Net Fresh Berries InternaƟonal Trade 

 
Source: GTA 

2016
Value Value % YoY Value % YoY

Production (t) 84,709       108,915     +29% 116,585     +7%
Production ($m) 658.9$       918.1$       +39% 911.4$       >-1%
Production area (Ha) -             -             -        -             -        
Fresh Export Volume (t) 3,265          4,244          +30% 4,529          +7%
Fresh Export Value ($m) 31.1$          41.2$          +32% 34.2$          -17%
Fresh Import Volume (t) 1,446          1,211          -16% 1,235          +2%
Fresh Import Value ($m) 29.9$          27.1$          -9% 29.5$          +9%
Fresh Supply (t) 70,142       92,936       +32% 98,617       +6%
Fresh Supply Wholesale Value ($m) 776.1$       1,067.5$    +38% 1,065.3$    >-1%
Supply per Capita (kg) 2.91            3.79            +30% 3.96            +4%

Year Ending June 2017 2018
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Fresh Blueberries Overview 
Blueberry producƟon is centred in the northern 
New South Wales region of Coffs Harbour. The 
majority of the producƟon in this region occurs 
over the summer months. A number of other 
blueberry producƟon regions across Australia 
allow for close to year-round availability. 
For the year ending June 2018: 

16,850 t was produced. 
The value of producƟon was $309.0 m while 
the wholesale value of the fresh supply was $394.4 m. 
55% of Australian households purchased fresh blueberries, buying an average 
of 147 g per shopping trip.  
The supply per capita of was 658 g, based on the volume supplied. 

Fresh Blueberries Supply Chain—Year Ending June 2018 

 
Sources: Berries Australia (BA); ABS; AC; CFVIWA; GTA; MP & DD (Freshlogic Analysis) 
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Sources: BA; AC; CFVIWA; GTA; MP & DD (Freshlogic Analysis) 
*Note: ProducƟon volume has been modified from the quoted volumes published 
in the previous ediƟon of the handbook (2016/17 ediƟon). 

Major Blueberry ProducƟon Areas 
The majority of blueberries are produced in the northern New South Wales 
region of Coffs Harbour. Other producƟon areas in Western Australia, South 
Australia, Queensland, Victoria and Tasmania allow the season to be extended to 
close to year round.  

 
Source: BA 

2016
Value Value % YoY Value % YoY

Production (t) 7,660          11,887       +55% 16,850       +42%
Production ($m) 149.6$       245.1$       +64% 309.0$       +26%
Production area (Ha) 1,250         1,375         +10% 1,375         -        
Fresh Export Volume (t) 254             356             +40% 221             -38%
Fresh Export Value ($m) 5.2$            8.5$            +62% 4.4$            -48%
Fresh Import Volume (t) 1,432          1,211          -15% 1,234          +2%
Fresh Import Value ($m) 29.8$          27.1$          -9% 29.5$          +9%
Fresh Supply (t) 7,939          11,811       +49% 16,401       +39%
Fresh Supply Wholesale Value ($m) 210.9$       317.1$       +50% 394.4$       +24%
Supply per Capita (kg) 0.33            0.48            +46% 0.66            +37%

Year Ending June 2017 2018
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2017/18 Fresh Blueberries ProducƟon by State 

 
Source: BA 

Fresh Blueberries Seasonality by State

 
Source: BA 

Fresh Blueberries InternaƟonal Trade 
Australia has tradiƟonally been a net importer of fresh blueberries, typically 
imporƟng 1,000-1,400 tonnes per year, with the majority of this volume coming 
from New Zealand. For the year ending June 2018, Australia imported 1,234 
tonnes. The exports and imports over the last 5 financial years is profiled in the 
graph to the right, where imports are counted as negaƟve tonnes. 
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Net Fresh Blueberries InternaƟonal Trade 

 
Source: GTA 

For the year ending June 2018, 50% of exported fresh blueberries were sent to 
Hong Kong, as profiled in the chart on the following page. 
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2017/18 Fresh Blueberries Exports by Country 

  
Source: GTA 

Fresh Blueberry Imports and Exports by State 

 
Fresh Blueberry Imports and Exports by Country 

 
Source: GTA 

Hong 
Kong
50%

Singapore
27%Thailand

12%
UAE
4%

India
2%

Other
5%

Year Ending June 2016 2017 2018 Year Ending June 2016 2017 2018
New South Wales 595             570             601             New South Wales 184             265             122             

Queensland 381             254             274             Queensland 64                80                80                
Western Australia 233             149             185             Victoria 6                  6                  19                

Victoria 224             236             131             Tasmania < 0.5 1                  < 0.5
South Australia -              3                  44                Western Australia < 0.5 3                  -              

TOTAL 1,432          1,211          1,234          Other < 0.5 < 0.5 < 0.5
TOTAL 254             356             221             

Imports by state destination (Tonnes) Exports by state of production origin (Tonnes)

Year Ending June 2016 2017 2018 Year Ending June 2016 2017 2018
New Zealand 1,432          1,211          1,231          Hong Kong 115             169             112             

Iran -              -              1                  Singapore 83                79                59                
UK -              -              < 0.5 Thailand 20                36                26                

Other -             -             2                 UAE 1                  16                8                  
TOTAL 1,432          1,211          1,234          India -              -              4                  

Other 34               55               12               
TOTAL 254             356             221             

Imports by country (Tonnes) Exports by country (Tonnes)
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Fresh Rubus Berries Overview 
Rubus berries include raspberries, blackberries 
and other berries such as boysenberries and 
silvanberries. ProducƟon occurs all along the 
Eastern Seaboard of Australia, with the majority 
of producƟon centred on Victoria and 
Tasmania.  
For the year ending June 2018: 

6,189 t was produced. 
The value of producƟon was $157.3 m while the 
wholesale value of the fresh supply was $184.1 m. 
19% of Australian households purchased fresh rubus berries, buying an 
average of 237 g per shopping trip.  
The supply per capita was 229 g, based on the volume of supply. 

Fresh Rubus Berries Supply Chain—Year Ending June 2018 

 
Sources: Berries Australia (BA), AC; CFVIWA; GTA; BA; MP & DD (Freshlogic Analysis) 
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Sources: BA; AC; CFVIWA; GTA; MP & DD (Freshlogic Analysis) 
 
 

Major Rubus Berries ProducƟon Areas 
Major rubus berry producing regions include: South East Queensland; North 
Coast, Central and Southern Tableland regions in New South Wales; Yarra Valley 
in Victoria; Northern & Southern Tasmania; Adelaide Hills in South Australia; Gin 
Gin and the Great Southern region in Western Australia.  

 
Source: BA 

2016
Value Value % YoY Value % YoY

Production (t) 4,974          5,946          +20% 6,189          +4%
Production ($m) 127.6$       166.5$       +30% 157.3$       -6%
Production area (Ha) -             -             -        -             -        
Fresh Export Volume (t) 2                  7                  >100% 3                  -53%
Fresh Export Value ($m) < $0.1 0.2$            >100% < $0.1 -64%
Fresh Import Volume (t) -              -              -        -              -        
Fresh Import Value ($m) -$            -$            -        -$            -        
Fresh Supply (t) 4,504          5,468          +21% 5,702          +4%
Fresh Supply Wholesale Value ($m) 149.1$       194.6$       +31% 184.1$       -5%
Supply per Capita (kg) 0.19            0.22            +19% 0.23            +3%

Year Ending June 2017 2018
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2017/18 Fresh Rubus Berries ProducƟon by State 

 
Source: BA  

Fresh Rubus Berries Seasonality by State 

 
Source: BA 

Main Rubus Berries Types 
ProducƟon in Australia is dominated by raspberries, although blackberries are 
becoming increasingly common.  
Raspberries, a bright red aggregate fruit with a hollow core. Raspberries 
accounted for 85% of fresh producƟon. 
Blackberries, a black aggregate fruit with a white core. Blackberries accounted 
for 14% of fresh producƟon. 
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New South Wales 1,409

Victoria 1,593
Queensland 980

Western Australia 306
South Australia 123

Tasmania 1,777

Availability legend High Medium Low None
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Other varieƟes, including boysenberries and silvanberries, accounted for 1% 
of fresh producƟon. 
Seasonality by Rubus Berry Type 
The seasonal availability of some major types is profiled in the table below. 

 
Source: BA 

Fresh Rubus Berries InternaƟonal Trade 
Due to the perishable nature of the fruit, there is limited trade of fresh rubus 
berries, compared to trade in processed and frozen rubus berries. There are 
currently no fresh rubus berry imports. The exports over the last 5 financial years 
is profiled in the graph below. 

Net Fresh Rubus Berries InternaƟonal Trade 

 
Source: GTA 

Type 17/18 Tonnes Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
Raspberries 5,261
Blackberries 867

Other 62

Availability legend High Medium Low None
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For the year ending June 2018, 54% of exported fresh rubus berries were sent to 
India, as profiled in the chart below. 

2017/18 Fresh Rubus Berries Exports by Country

  
Source: GTA 

Fresh Rubus Berries Exports by State 

 
Fresh Rubus Berries Exports by Country 

 
Source: GTA 

India
54%

Fiji
20%

Other
26%

Year Ending June 2016 2017 2018
Victoria 1                  1                  2                  

New South Wales < 0.5 2                  1                  
Queensland 1                  5                  < 0.5

Tasmania < 0.5 < 0.5 -              
Other < 0.5 < 0.5 < 0.5
TOTAL 2                  7                  3                  

Exports by state of production origin (Tonnes)

Year Ending June 2016 2017 2018
India -              < 0.5 2                  
Fiji < 0.5 < 0.5 1                  

Indonesia -              < 0.5 < 0.5
PNG < 0.5 < 0.5 < 0.5

New Caledonia -              < 0.5 < 0.5
Other 2                 7                 1                 
TOTAL 2                  7                  3                  

Exports by state of production origin (Tonnes)
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Processed Rubus Berries InternaƟonal Trade 
For the year ending June 2018, an addiƟonal 9,357  tonnes of frozen rubus berries 
were imported, while 79 tonnes were exported. These volumes have not been 
included in the fresh imports and exports profiled on page 81. 

 
Source: GTA 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Frozen Imports

9,357t
$39.9m

Frozen Exports

79t
$488,157
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Fresh Strawberries Overview 
Strawberries are grown in most states in 
Australia. Year-round availability is made 
possible through the different regions.  
For the year ending June 2018:  

93,545 t was produced with 14% sent to be 
processed, predominantly in preserves. 
The value of producƟon was $445.0 m while 
the wholesale value of the fresh supply was 
$486.8 m. 
72% of Australian households purchased fresh strawberries, buying an 
average of 390 g per shopping trip.  
The supply per capita was 3.1 kg, based on the volume supplied. 

 

Fresh Strawberries Supply Chain—Year Ending June 2018 

 
Sources: ABS; AC; CFVIWA; GTA; Strawberries Australia Inc. (SAI); MP & DD (Freshlogic Analysis) 
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Sources: ABS; AC; CFVIWA; GTA; SAI; MP & DD (Freshlogic Analysis) 
 

 

Major Strawberry ProducƟon Areas 
Strawberries are produced in almost all Australian states. The major producing 
areas include the Yarra Valley in Victoria; Beerwah in Queensland; Camden in 
New South Wales; the Adelaide Hills in South Australia; and Wanneroo, 
Bullsbrook and Albany in Western Australia.  

 
Source: SAI  

2016
Value Value % YoY Value % YoY

Production (t) 72,075       91,083       +26% 93,545       +3%
Production ($m) 381.6$       506.5$       +33% 445.0$       -12%
Production area (Ha) 1,995         2,265         +14% -             -        
Fresh Export Volume (t) 3,010          3,881          +29% 4,304          +11%
Fresh Export Value ($m) 25.8$          32.6$          +26% 29.7$          -9%
Fresh Import Volume (t) 14                -              -100% <1 -        
Fresh Import Value ($m) < $0.1 -$            -100% < $0.1 -        
Fresh Supply (t) 57,698       75,657       +31% 76,514       +1%
Fresh Supply Wholesale Value ($m) 416.0$       555.8$       +34% 486.8$       -12%
Supply per Capita (kg) 2.39            3.09            +29% 3.07            >-1%

Year Ending June 2017 2018
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Berries—Strawberries 

2017/18 Fresh Strawberries ProducƟon by State

 
 

Source: SAI 

Fresh Strawberries Seasonality by State 

 
Source: SAI 

Fresh Strawberries InternaƟonal Trade 
Australia has tradiƟonally been a net exporter of fresh strawberries, with exports 
having increased in recent years. For the year ending June 2018, Australia 
exported 4,304 tonnes. The exports and imports over the last 5 financial years is 
profiled in the graph to the right, where imports are counted as negaƟve tonnes. 
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State 17/18 Tonnes Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
Victoria 33,209

Queensland 39,289
Western Australia 9,822

South Australia 6,548
Tasmania 3,742

New South Wales 935

Availability legend High Medium Low None
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Net Fresh Strawberries InternaƟonal Trade 

 
Source: GTA 
 

For the year ending June 2018, 19% of exported fresh strawberries were sent to 
UAE, as profiled in the chart below. 

2017/18 Fresh Strawberries Exports by Country 

  
Source: GTA 
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Fresh Strawberries Imports and Exports by State 

 
Fresh Strawberries Imports and Exports by Country 

 
Source: GTA 
 

Processed Strawberries InternaƟonal Trade 
For the year ending June 2018, an addiƟonal 4,784 tonnes of frozen strawberries 
were imported, while 239 tonnes were exported. Australia also imported 377 
tonnes of preserved strawberries, while exporƟng 4 tonnes of preserved 
strawberries.  

 
 

Source: GTA 

Year Ending June 2016 2017 2018 Year Ending June 2016 2017 2018
New South Wales -              -              1                  Western Australia 2,462          3,344          3,473          

Victoria 14                -              -              Queensland 467             447             530             
TOTAL 14                -              1                  New South Wales 11                34                279             

Victoria 16                31                16                
South Australia 3                  < 0.5 6                  

Other 51               24               < 0.5
TOTAL 3,010          3,881          4,304          

Imports by state destination (Tonnes) Exports by state of production origin (Tonnes)

Year Ending June 2016 2017 2018 Year Ending June 2016 2017 2018
Sth. Korea -              -              1                  UAE 590             757             797             

China 14                -              -              New Zealand 491             574             770             
TOTAL 14                -              1                  Singapore 814             940             734             

Thailand 224             450             617             
Hong Kong 197             366             491             

Other 693             793             895             
TOTAL 3,010          3,881          4,304          

Imports by country (Tonnes) Exports by country (Tonnes)

Frozen Imports

4,784t
$11.8m

Preserved Imports

377t
$1.5m

Preserved Exports

4t
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Frozen Exports

239t
$1.0m
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