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Fresh Berries Overview 
Pages 70-71 profile total berry produc!on and 

trade. It combines informa!on on blueberries, 

strawberries and rubus berries (such as 

raspberries and blackberries). The following 

pages profile each berry category in more detail. 

For the year ending June 2016: 

• 84,709 t was produced. 

• The value of produc on was $658.9 m while 

the wholesale value of the fresh supply was 

$776.1 m. 

• 75% of Australian households purchased fresh berries, buying an average of 

354 g per shopping trip.  

• The consump on per capita was 2.91 kg, based on the volume supplied. 

Fresh Berries Supply Chain—Year Ending June 2016 

 
Sources: ABS; AC; CFVIWA; GTA; IRB; MP & DD (Freshlogic Analysis) 
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Sources: ABS; AC; CFVIWA; GTA; IRB; MP & DD (Freshlogic Analysis) 

Fresh Berries Interna!onal Trade 
Australia typically exports more fresh berries than it imports. For the year ending 

June 2016 Australia exported 3,265 tonnes of fresh berries, as profiled in the 

graph below, where imports are counted as nega ve tonnes. 

Net Fresh Berries Interna!onal Trade 

 
Source: GTA 

2014

Value Value % YoY Value % YoY

Production (t) 83,527       87,543       +5% 84,709       -3%

Production ($m) 644.2$       679.0$       +5% 658.9$       -3%

Production area (Ha) 2,312         2,453         +6% -             -        

Fresh Export Volume (t) 1,630          2,015          +24% 3,265          +62%

Fresh Export Value ($m) 11.8$          14.5$          +23% 31.1$          >100%

Fresh Import Volume (t) 1,138          1,039          -9% 1,446          +39%

Fresh Import Value ($m) 19.1$          18.6$          -2% 29.9$          +60%

Fresh Supply (t) 70,217       73,271       +4% 70,142       -4%

Fresh Supply Wholesale Value ($m) 767.1$       809.0$       +5% 776.1$       -4%

Consumption per Capita (kg supply) 2.99            3.08            +3% 2.91            -6%

Year Ending June
2015 2016
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Fresh Blueberries Overview 
Blueberry produc on is centred in the northern 

New South Wales region of Coffs Harbour. The 

majority of the produc on in this region occurs 

over the summer months. A number of other 

blueberry produc on regions across Australia 

allow for close to year-round availability. 

For the year ending June 2016: 

• 7,660 t was produced. 

• The value of produc on was $149.6 m while 

the wholesale value of the fresh supply was $211 m. 

• 41% of Australian households purchased fresh blueberries, buying an average 

of 143 g per shopping trip.  

• The consump on per capita of was 329 g, based on the volume supplied. 

Fresh Blueberries Supply Chain—Year Ending June 2016 

 
Sources: Australian Blueberry Grower’s Associa;on (ABGA); ABS; AC; CFVIWA; GTA; MP & DD 

(Freshlogic Analysis) 
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Sources: ABGA; ABS; AC; CFVIWA; GTA; MP & DD (Freshlogic Analysis) 

 

Major Blueberry Produc!on Areas 
The majority of blueberries are produced in the northern New South Wales 

region of Coffs Harbour. Other produc on areas in Western Australia, South 

Australia, Queensland, Victoria and Tasmania allow the season to be extended to 

close to year round.  

 

Sources: ABGA; ABS  

2014

Value Value % YoY Value % YoY

Production (t) 6,636          7,355          +11% 7,660          +4%

Production ($m) 145.3$       155.5$       +7% 149.6$       -4%

Production area (Ha) 189             214             +13% -             -        

Fresh Export Volume (t) 156             103             -34% 254             >100%

Fresh Export Value ($m) 3.0$            2.0$            -34% 5.2$            >100%

Fresh Import Volume (t) 1,104          1,003          -9% 1,432          +43%

Fresh Import Value ($m) 18.9$          18.4$          -3% 29.8$          +62%

Fresh Supply (t) 6,921          7,525          +9% 7,939          +6%

Fresh Supply Wholesale Value ($m) 197.8$       211.7$       +7% 211.0$       >-1%

Consumption per Capita (kg supply) 0.30            0.32            +7% 0.33            +4%

Year Ending June
2015 2016
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2015/16 Fresh Blueberries Produc!on by State 

 
Sources: ABGA; ABS 

Fresh Blueberries Seasonality by State

 
Source: ABGA 

Fresh Blueberries Interna!onal Trade 
Australia has tradi onally been a net importer of fresh blueberries, typically 

impor ng about 1,000 tonnes per year, with the majority of this volume coming 

from New Zealand. For the year ending June 2016, Australia imported 1,003 

tonnes. The exports and imports over the last 5 financial years is profiled in the 

graph to the right, where imports are counted as nega ve tonnes. 
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Net Fresh Blueberries Interna!onal Trade 

 
Source: GTA 

For the year ending June 2016, 45% of exported fresh blueberries were sent to 

Hong Kong, as profiled in the chart below. 
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2015/16 Fresh Blueberries Exports by Country 

  
Source: GTA 

Fresh Blueberry Imports and Exports by State 

 

Fresh Blueberry Imports and Exports by Country 

 
Source: GTA 

Hong 

Kong

45%

Singapore

33%

Thailand

8%

Malaysia

6%

UK

4%

Other

4%

Year Ending June 2014 2015 2016 Year Ending June 2014 2015 2016

New South Wales 689             582             595             New South Wales 148             81                184             

Queensland 117             127             381             Queensland 6                  13                64                

Western Australia 136             144             233             Victoria 1                  3                  6                  

Victoria 162             149             224             South Australia -              < 0.5 < 0.5

Other -             0-                 0-                 Tasmania < 0.5 < 0.5 < 0.5

TOTAL 1,104          1,003          1,432          Other 1                 6                 < 0.5

TOTAL 156             103             254             

Imports by state (Tonnes) Exports by Departing state (Tonnes)

Year Ending June 2014 2015 2016 Year Ending June 2014 2015 2016

New Zealand 1,102          999             1,432          Hong Kong 65                56                115             

US 2                  3                  -              Singapore 47                16                83                

Namibia -              1                  -              Thailand 6                  9                  20                

Other 0-                 < 0.5 -             Malaysia 8                  2                  14                

TOTAL 1,104          1,003          1,432          UK 2                  -              11                

Other 27               21               10               

TOTAL 156             103             254             

Imports by country (Tonnes) Exports by country (Tonnes)
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Processed Blueberries Interna!onal Trade 

For the year ending June 2016, an addi onal 3,450 tonnes of preserved 

blueberries were imported, while 3 tonnes were exported.  

 

Source: GTA 
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Fresh Rubus Berries Overview 
Rubus berries include raspberries, blackberries 

and other berries such as mulberries. Produc on 

occurs all along the Eastern Seaboard of 

Australia, with the majority of produc on 

centred on Victoria and Tasmania.  

For the year ending June 2016: 

• 4,974 t was produced. 

• The value of produc on was $127.6 m while the 

wholesale value of the fresh supply was $149.1 m. 

• 19% of Australian households purchased fresh rubus berries, buying an 

average of 254 g per shopping trip.  

• The consump on per capita was 187 g, based on the volume of supply. 
 

 

Fresh Rubus Berries Supply Chain—Year Ending June 2016 

 
Sources: ABS; AC; CFVIWA; GTA; Raspberries and Blackberries Australia Inc. (RABA); MP & DD 

(Freshlogic Analysis) 
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Sources: ABS; AC; CFVIWA; GTA; RABA; MP & DD (Freshlogic Analysis) 

 

Major Rubus Berries Produc!on Areas 
The majority of rubus berries are produced in the southern states of Australia, 

par cularly the Dandenong Ranges and Yarra Valley regions of Victoria, Corindi in 

New South Wales and the Northern Midland region in Tasmania. Other 

produc on areas in Queensland, South Australia and Western Australia allow the 

season to be extended.  

 
Sources: ABS; RABA 

2014

Value Value % YoY Value % YoY

Production (t) 2,469          3,166          +28% 4,974          +57%

Production ($m) 78.5$          103.4$       +32% 127.6$       +23%

Production area (Ha) -             -             -        -             -        

Fresh Export Volume (t) 8                  8                  +3% 2                  -72%

Fresh Export Value ($m) 0.2$            0.1$            -22% < $0.1 -60%

Fresh Import Volume (t) -              -              -        -              -        

Fresh Import Value ($m) -$            -$            -        -$            -        

Fresh Supply (t) 2,214          2,889          +30% 4,504          +56%

Fresh Supply Wholesale Value ($m) 91.3$          123.3$       +35% 149.1$       +21%

Consumption per Capita (kg supply) 0.09            0.12            +29% 0.19            +54%

Year Ending June
2015 2016
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2015/16 Fresh Rubus Berries Produc!on by State 

 
Sources: ABS; RABA  

Fresh Rubus Berries Seasonality by State 

 
Source: RABA 

Main Rubus Berries Types 
Produc on in Australia is dominated by raspberries, although blackberries are 

becoming increasingly common.  

Raspberries, a bright red aggregate fruit with a hollow core. Raspberries 

accounted for 80% of fresh produc on for the year ending June 2016. 

Blackberries, a black aggregate fruit with a white core. Blackberries accounted 

for 19% of fresh produc on. 
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State 15/16 Tonnes Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun

New South Wales 1,144

Victoria 1,343

Queensland 796

Western Australia 149

South Australia 149

Tasmania 1,393

Availability legend High Medium Low None
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Other varie es, including Mulberries and Loganberries, accounted for 1% of 

fresh produc on. 

Seasonality by Rubus Berry Type 

The seasonal availability of some major types is profiled in the table below. 

 
Source: RABA 

Fresh Rubus Berries Interna!onal Trade 
Due to the perishable nature of the fruit, there is limited trade of fresh rubus 

berries, compared to trade in processed and frozen rubus berries. There are 

currently no fresh rubus berry imports. The exports over the last 5 financial years 

is profiled in the graph below. 

Net Fresh Rubus Berries Interna!onal Trade 

 
Source: GTA 

Variety 15/16 Tonnes Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun

Raspberries 3,979

Blackberries 945

Other Rubus 50

Availability legend High Medium Low None
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For the year ending June 2016, 51% of exported fresh rubus berries were sent to 

Hong Kong, as profiled in the chart below. 

2015/16 Fresh Rubus Berries Exports by Country

  
Source: GTA 

Fresh Rubus Berries Exports by State 

 
Fresh Rubus Berries Exports by Country 

 
Source: GTA 

Hong 

Kong

51%

Other

49%

Year Ending June 2014 2015 2016

Queensland 2                  1                  1                  

Victoria < 0.5 < 0.5 1                  

Tasmania -              -              < 0.5

New South Wales 6                  7                  < 0.5

Other < 0.5 < 0.5 < 0.5

TOTAL 8                  8                  2                  

Exports by Departing state (Tonnes)

Year Ending June 2014 2015 2016

Hong Kong 3                  < 0.5 1                  

Singapore 2                  6                  < 0.5

Malaysia < 0.5 < 0.5 < 0.5

PNG < 0.5 < 0.5 < 0.5

Kuwait -              < 0.5 < 0.5

Other 2                 3                 1                 

TOTAL 8                  8                  2                  

Exports by country (Tonnes)
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Processed Rubus Berries Interna!onal Trade 
For the year ending June 2016, an addi onal 10,322 tonnes of frozen rubus 

berries were imported, while 129 tonnes were exported. These volumes have not 

been included in the fresh imports and exports profiled on page 81. 

 

Source: GTA 
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Fresh Strawberries Overview 
Strawberries are grown in most states in 

Australia. Year-round availability is made 

possible through the different regions.  

For the year ending June 2016:  

• 72,075 t was produced with 16% sent to be 

processed, predominantly in preserves. 

• The value of produc on was $381.6 m while 

the wholesale value of the fresh supply was 

$416.0 m. 

• 70% of Australian households purchased fresh strawberries, buying an 

average of 405 g per shopping trip.  

• The consump on per capita was 2.6 kg, based on the volume supplied. 

 

Fresh Strawberries Supply Chain—Year Ending June 2016 

 
Sources: ABS; AC; CFVIWA; GTA; Strawberries Australia Inc. (SAI); MP & DD (Freshlogic Analysis) 
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Sources: ABS; AC; CFVIWA; GTA; SAI; MP & DD (Freshlogic Analysis) 

 

 

Major Strawberry Produc!on Areas 
Strawberries are produced in almost all Australian states. The major producing 

areas include the Yarra Valley in Victoria; Beerwah in Queensland; Camden in 

New South Wales; the Adelaide Hills in South Australia; and Wanneroo, 

Bullsbrook and Albany in Western Australia.  

 
Sources: ABS; SAI  

2014

Value Value % YoY Value % YoY

Production (t) 74,422       77,022       +3% 72,075       -6%

Production ($m) 420.4$       420.1$       >-1% 381.6$       -9%

Production area (Ha) 2,123         2,240         +5% -             -        

Fresh Export Volume (t) 1,467          1,904          +30% 3,010          +58%

Fresh Export Value ($m) 8.6$            12.4$          +44% 25.8$          >100%

Fresh Import Volume (t) 34                36                +6% 14                -62%

Fresh Import Value ($m) 0.1$            0.2$            +18% < $0.1 -81%

Fresh Supply (t) 61,082       62,857       +3% 57,698       -8%

Fresh Supply Wholesale Value ($m) 478.0$       473.9$       >-1% 416.0$       -12%

Consumption per Capita (kg supply) 2.60            2.64            +1% 2.39            -9%

Year Ending June
2015 2016
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Berries—Strawberries 

2015/16 Fresh Strawberries Produc!on by State

 
 

Sources: ABS; SAI 

Fresh Strawberries Seasonality by State 

 
Source: SAI 

Fresh Strawberries Interna!onal Trade 
Australia has tradi onally been a net exporter of fresh strawberries, with exports 

having increased in recent years. For the year ending June 2016, Australia 

exported 3,010 tonnes. The exports and imports over the last 5 financial years is 

profiled in the graph to the right, where imports are counted as nega ve tonnes. 
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State 15/16 Tonnes Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun

Victoria 26,019

Queensland 30,272

Western Australia 7,135

South Australia 5,045

Tasmania 2,883

New South Wales 721

Imports 14

Availability legend High Medium Low None
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Net Fresh Strawberries Interna!onal Trade 

 
Source: GTA 
 

For the year ending June 2016, 27% of exported fresh strawberries were sent to 

Singapore, as profiled in the chart below. 

2015/16 Fresh Strawberries Exports by State 

  
Source: GTA 
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Fresh Strawberries Imports and Exports by State 

 
Fresh Strawberries Imports and Exports by Country 

 
Source: GTA 

 

Processed Strawberries Interna!onal Trade 
For the year ending June 2016, an addi onal 5,907 tonnes of frozen strawberries 

were imported, while 55 tonnes were exported. Australia also imported 550 

tonnes of preserved strawberries, while expor ng 3 tonnes of preserved 

strawberries.  

 

 

Source: GTA 

Year Ending June 2014 2015 2016 Year Ending June 2014 2015 2016

Victoria 28                34                14                Western Australia 1,270          1,723          2,462          

New South Wales 2                  2                  -              Queensland 175             158             467             

Western Australia -              < 0.5 -              Tasmania -              -              30                

Queensland 4                  -              -              Victoria 16                16                16                

Other -             < 0.5 -             New South Wales 6                  4                  11                

TOTAL 34                36                14                Other < 0.5 3                 24               

TOTAL 1,467          1,904          3,010          

Imports by state (Tonnes) Exports by Departing state (Tonnes)

Year Ending June 2014 2015 2016 Year Ending June 2014 2015 2016

China 12                13                14                Singapore 475             563             814             

New Zealand 22                23                -              UAE 298             322             590             

Other -             < 0.5 -             New Zealand 221             365             491             

TOTAL 34                36                14                Kuwait -              81                269             

Malaysia 151             240             248             

Other 322             333             598             

TOTAL 1,467          1,904          3,010          

Imports by country (Tonnes) Exports by country (Tonnes)

Frozen Imports
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$12.6m
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