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Securing the
future of pollination for
Australian Berry Growers

Jane Richter, Communication Manager, Berries Australia

The future of pollination in Australia has taken a major step forward with
the announcement of a $1 million grant from The lan Potter Foundation to
develop a national pollination strategy. This initiative, led by the Wheen Bee
Foundation, bringstogether a wide network of agriculture and beekeeping
industries, environmental organisations, businesses, governments, and
research institutes to strengthen pollination services across the country. For
berry growers, this strategy presents a significant opportunity to improve
fruit yields and secure pollination services for the long term.

Wheen Bee Foundation CEO Fiona Chambers emphasised ~ Pollination is a cornerstone of berry production,
the significance of this project, highlighting that for the =~ but Australian growers face a number of pressing
first time, all stakeholders involved in pollination are challenges, including:

ni he sam le. . . .
united at the same table * Biosecurity threats such as pests and diseases

“For the first time, we have representatives affecting bee populations

from all sectors connected to po||inc|ﬁon . Increésing demand fo'r pollination services due
at the table, ready and now able to work to agricultural expansion

together to improve pollination, to bolster
biodiversity and increase food security in

Australia,” Ms Chambers said.

e Lack of coordination in policy development
and research

e Environmental pressures, including habitat
loss and pesticide use

The $1 million grant from The Ian Potter Foundation * Market imbalances impacting the commercial
builds on the $1.3 million in cash and in-kind beekeeping industry

contributions already pledged by key partners. This
financial backing will drive the development of a
coordinated, science-based pollination strategy that
addresses critical challenges facing Australian growers.

Ms Chambers stressed the importance of creating
a structured plan that is informed by science and
developed in collaboration with all relevant industries.
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“That's why it is critical that we develop
a plan for pollination that is informed by
science, strategic in its vision and co-

ordinated across all sectors,” she said.

Paul Conroy, CEO of The Ian Potter Foundation, sees
this initiative as a transformative opportunity for
Australian agriculture.

“The creation of a national strategy
offers excellent transformative potential
to help Australia prepare for looming
threats to the environment, including food
production and security,” Mr Conroy
said. “We are greatly encouraged by
strong collaboration between dozens of
industry partners, environmental groups,
corporate partners, research institutions,
and state and territory governments
informing the strategy.”

The Australian Pollination Strategy project officially
began on 1 October 2024 with the appointment of

a leadership team comprising representatives from
pollination-dependent agriculture sectors, the
beekeeping industry, environmental groups, and
research institutions. The first major milestone will be
the release of a Pollination Security Status Report, which
will provide a clear assessment of Australia’s current
pollination landscape, key threats, and opportunities.

Following this, the project will engage industry-wide
collaboration to develop a robust Australian Pollination
Strategy. This process ensures that all sectors—
including berry growers—have a say in shaping the
future of pollination services in Australia.

“We have the opportunity to address
some of the big challenges, and unify the
many industries involved in a common
understanding of the real issues surrounding

pollination in Australia,” Ms Chambers said.
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The ultimate goal is to implement the strategy, secure
funding for essential research, roll out education and
extension activities, and establish a sustainable model
to ensure the strategy’s longevity beyond the five-year
project period.

For berry growers, this initiative represents an
essential step towards securing reliable and effective
pollination services, which are vital for maximising fruit
quality and yield. The strategy will not only provide a
roadmap for addressing current challenges but also

set the foundation for a more resilient and sustainable
pollination system.

Growers and industry stakeholders interested in
participating in the Australian Pollination Strategy can
visit pollination.org.au for more details.
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Organisations wishing to take part in the initiative
can contact aps@wheenbeefoundation.org.au for
more information.

With this collaborative approach, the Australian berry
industry stands to gain a more secure and sustainable
pollination future—one that ensures thriving crops and
long-term success for growers nationwide.
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