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Research & Development

Following the first round of ideation and prioritisation
of R&D needs last year under the new 'Berry Advisory
Mechanism (MT23003), three projects were prioritised
and endorsed by industry:

e BerryQuest International 2025
(Blueberry, Raspberry and Blackberry, and Strawberry)

* Support for agrichemical permits in berry industries
(Blueberry and Rubus)

* Enhancing management strategies for leafrollers
and chilli thrips in the Australian berry industry
(Blueberry and Rubus)

Berry Quest International 2025 has been successfully
held in Hobart, with support through the above project,
in addition to the major support by our sponsors.

You can explore a report from the event on PAGE 18
and you can access copies of both the presenters'
slides and the video recordings of their sessions on the
industry website RESOURCE LIBRARY at bit.ly/BA-RL

The project to support applications for minor use permits
for the berry industry is progressing as an industry
priority. Hort Innovation has recently invested in a new

Regulatory Support & Response Co-ordination program.

While there is also a review happening within the
APVMA around the granting of minor use permits and
the definition of minor crops, industry will be updated
when further information is available.

The project to enhance chilli thrip and leaf roller
management was put out to market for tender late
last year, and the responses from delivery partners
are currently under evaluation.

R&D levy investments for horticulture industries are
guided by overarching Strategic Investment Plans

(SIPs) which expire June 30, 2025. Hort Innovation has
launched a new program, SHIFt (Strategic Horticulture
Investment Framework), to develop future SIPs. As part
of the industry consultation a discussion guide has been
developed to ensure that consultation on future SIPs is
transparent, accessible and fit for purpose. Opportunities
to contribute to this process are set out in the discussion
guide which can be found at bit.ly/SHIFt. Interested
growers are encouraged to review the discussion guide and
provide feedback before the closing date of 4 May 2025.

Biosecurity

Work is progressing to put in place the mechanisms for
repayment of SAI and RABA’s cost-sharing commitment
for the Varroa mite response. The industry commitments
are underwritten by the Commonwealth government
for 10 years using taxpayer funds, giving industries

the opportunity to repay over time. This involves
activating industry Emergency Response Levies until the
industry has repaid the debt. We are working with the
Commonwealth department of agriculture (DAFF) and
levy payers will be notified regarding the process.

Other biosecurity matters involving the berry industry
include an incursion of the exotic Red Dwarf Honey Bee
(RDHB) in the Pilbara in Western Australia. RDHB is a
concern for the honey bee industry as it is aggressive
and competes with European honey bees, but there is
also evidence that is can be an effective pollinator for
many crops. Western Australia is currently working
with other states and the Commonwealth, as well as
pollination dependent industries, to determine if it can
be eradicated.
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https://bit.ly/BA-RL
https://bit.ly/SHIFt

A cluster of BMSB adults The brown marmorated stink bug (BMSB) is a
Photo credit: Gary Bernon, USDA APHIS, Bugwood.org mottle brown coloured, shield shaped stink bug
Photo credit: Kristie Graham, USDA ARS, Bugwood.org

In addition to RDHB, there are currently post border BMSB stows away in cargo arriving from the northern
detections of Brown Marmorated Stink Bug (BMSB) in hemisphere between September and April each year
several states. BMSB is one of Australia’s high priority and is often detected in shipments during this period.
exotic pests, and causes major damage to agricultural Currently, the state jurisdictions are conducting

crops, nursery stock and ornamental plants. It is also surveillance to manage the risk of the pest establishing.

a nuisance pest as it seeks shelter in large numbers in
buildings and equipment during winter. When crushed
it has a foul-smelling odour to deter predators.

For more information on BMSB visit bit.ly/DAFF-BMSB

If you think you have seen BMSB call the

Exotic Plant Pest Hotline on 1800 084 881

The good news story is the scrapping of the Biosecurity Protection Levy by the Commonwealth Government,
after very strong advocacy from all agriculture and horticulture industries.

For more information visit ab.co/4hNRVd|
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