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The name Protected Cropping Australia 
(PCA) is often seen around the industry,  
but what exactly do PCA do? 

Protected Cropping Australia (PCA) is the 
peak industry body representing commercial 
growers Australia-wide who are growing 
crops within, under, or sheltered by a type of 
structure. The range of structures utilised by 
growers is quite broad and includes floating 
crop covers, row covers, hail netting, screen 
and shade houses, poly-tunnels, retractable 
roof structures, passive ventilated greenhouses, 
glasshouses, and plant factory rooms. In 
terms of crops, PCA members are involved in 
producing a wide range of crops, including 
vegetables, fruits, berries, leafy greens, herbs, 
medicinal plants and amenity plants.

As well as growers, the PCA membership offers a range 
of categories including material suppliers, equipment 
and installation suppliers, specialist consultants and 
advisors, researchers and educators, and other  
industry stakeholders. 

PCA’s core purpose is to advocate on behalf of the 
broader industry and its members, and PCA supports 
their members and the sector through delivery of a 
range of programs, services and opportunities that 
help businesses to achieve greater success.

PCA has worked with Berries Australia on Conference 
and Land Use Planning matters and sharing of resources, 
as well as cross promotional educational activities 
and knowledge sharing with the Berry Industry 
Development Officer network around the country.

Supporting Research,  
Development and Extension
PCA were actively involved in the development of the 
2021-2030 Protected Cropping Research, Development 
and Extension Strategy which guides suitable investments 
of relevance for the berry sector. PCA worked closely 
with Berries Australia to gain input into the development 
of the strategy. PCA have also actively promoted ongoing 
investment in pollination and helping growers transition 
from soil-based production systems to substrate 
production systems under tunnels.

Webinars & National Roadshow/
Farm Tours
PCA run regular webinars on a range of topic areas for 
the berry industry and other sectors in the protected 
cropping industry more broadly. The webinars are run 
on a monthly basis, and berry growers are welcome 
to join these free webinars. The webinars themselves 
are recorded and made available to PCA members via 
the organisation’s website. Forthcoming webinars are 
regularly promoted in The Burst newsletter.

Examples of topics covered in previous webinars include:
•	 Choosing suitable substrates
•	 Integrated Pest & Disease Management 
•	 Fertigation and climate control
•	 New products and structures 
•	 Alternate pollinators 
•	 Recycling plastic initiatives

PCA also run regional farm tours and industry workshops 
to bring industry and growers together to look at new 
innovations and technologies.

Recent tours have been run under the National Horticulture 
Roadshow project, and tours have been held around the 
country in Tasmania, the mid north coast region of New 
South Wales, the Adelaide plains, country Victoria, and 
Western Australia. More of these are planned for 2025. 
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PCA Grower Day participants
Photo credit: PCA

PCA Project Manager delivering a presentation at a 
PCA roadshow event. Photo credit: PCA

Land Use Planning
PCA have been actively involved in supporting their members with land use planning and issues associated with 
new developments. This has seen PCA working with Berries Australia and the Australian Building Codes Board to 
ensure that unnecessary red and green tape is minimised where possible. 

More broadly, PCA advocate on a range of matters for the protected cropping industry in the areas of R&D, 
Biosecurity, and Education to name a few. PCA have also co-funded a national map of protected cropping systems 
that assists PCA and the berry industry in advocating to Government on a range of matters affecting the industry. 
It is hoped that this map can be updated in 2025 (subject to funding). The map, and your property can be found at 
https://protectedcropping.net.au/the-national-map-of-protected-cropping-systems

This resource enables berry growers to find their property on the map and zoom in for a detailed view of the 
location. It should be noted that no private information is disclosed and the site is completely confidential. 
Photo credit: PCA
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Bi-annual Conference

PCA run a biannual conference with the next conference 
being held in Adelaide from 28-30 July 2025. There are a 
range of topics of interest to berry growers including a 
stream specifically to address the needs of berry growers, 
as well as a comprehensive trade show where most of  
the key industry suppliers will be exhibiting. 

To support growers, up to 150 free grower passes 
will be made available – stay tuned for more info  
in the coming months!

Visit the Conference website for more information 
on the PCA conference: pca2025.com

You can view the 2021-2030 Protected Cropping 
Research, Development and Extension Strategy at 

https://protectedcropping.net.au/wp-content/
uploads/Australian-Protected-Cropping-
Strategy-2021-2030.pdf

So, what’s the cost to join PCA? 
Grower membership is only 
$50.00+GST per year representing 
great value for money. 

You can join online at  
protectedcropping.net.au

56

BERRYA U S T R A L I A N J O U R N A LA U T U M N  2 0 2 5 E D I T I O N  2 2

https://pca2025.com
https://protectedcropping.net.au/wp-content/uploads/Australian-Protected-Cropping-Strategy-2021-2030.pdf
https://protectedcropping.net.au/wp-content/uploads/Australian-Protected-Cropping-Strategy-2021-2030.pdf
https://protectedcropping.net.au/wp-content/uploads/Australian-Protected-Cropping-Strategy-2021-2030.pdf

