‘BLUEBERRIES‘

Be alert for Cane Toads

Mandy Holland, Invasive Species Biosecurity, NSW DPIRD

In January 2025, two cane toads were found and reported by berry
oroducers near Coffs Harbour and Tabulam. The toads were found at
the premises and are believed to be associated with recent deliveries of

nursery plant material that originated from Queensland.

Despite cane toads being widespread in Queensland
and areas of north-eastern NSW, 98% of NSW remains
cane toad free. Cane toads are considered an extreme
non-native invasive pest in NSW. A cane toad
Biosecurity Zone exists in all areas of NSW except a
portion of the north-east of the state.

The management of existing non-native invasive animal
populations and preventing the introduction and
establishment of new non-native animal species are
key concerns for the NSW Department of Primary
Industries and Regional Development (NSW DPIRD).

Cane toads could cause devastating impacts on our
communities, native wildlife and ecosystems due to
their ability to spread to new areas, use limited natural
resources and to poison animals that try to eat them.

Cane toads can be accidentally transported to new
locations via freight, including nursery products such
as mulch and plants.

NSW DPIRD would appreciate the
assistance of the horticultural industry
members, including berry producers,
that purchase plants and other
materials from cane toad-infested

areas (such as Qld and northern
NSW), to be vigilant when receiving
incoming deliveries by checking
pallets, plants and containers that
may accidently host a Cane Toad.

Detecting and reporting Cane Toads

* Become familiar with the identification and key
features of a cane toad (Figure 1)

* Quarantine your deliveries in a secure holding area
until the goods can be inspected for cane toads
and other unwanted pests (as part of your
biosecurity inspection process)

* Thoroughly inspect and look through pallets,
potted plants and other materials for cane toads

» If you suspect that you have found a cane toad,
please capture the animal and place it in a
container with a lid

* Report the suspect animal to the NSW DPIRD
Invasive Species Biosecurity team via Feral Scan -
Toad Scan using the App or the website as soon as
possible at bit.ly/report-cane-toad

» Take a clear close up photo of the suspect animal
to assist with the identification and response

* Keep the suspect animal in a cool, secure place
until your report has been responded to, and
advice has been provided

* Please do not harm the suspected animal/s
as it may be a native frog species that looks
like a cane toad (Figure 2).

Be alert for cane toads, as they are particularly active
over the summer months at night and listen for calling
toads near farm dams or water supply areas accessible
to cane toads.

The call of a cane toad can be heard from visiting the
Feral Scan - Toad Scan website at bit.ly/Toad-frog-info
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https://www.feralscan.org.au/toadscan/
https://www.feralscan.org.au/toadscan/pagecontent.aspx?page=toad_toadsandnativefrogs
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Figure 1. Key identifying features of cane toads

Protect what we love

Cane toads have different features to native frogs

NON-NATIVE NATIVE NATIVE

CANE TOAD BANJO FROG PERON’S TREE FROG

M No pads on fingers and toes M Unwebbed fingers M Pads on toes
M Poor climbers M Orange/yellow sides M Climbs
M Bony ridge over eye M Yellow gland under M Cross-shaped pupil

eye to shoulder

SEE IT. REPORT IT.

If you see an unusual non-native pest animal, report it to NSW Department of Primary Industries. GOVERNMENT

Figure 2. Native frogs that can be mistaken as cane toads
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and other non-native animals of interest, visit the website at

NSW bit.ly/NSW-cane-toad or scan this QR code
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https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/dpi/bfs/invasive-plants-and-animals/pest-animals/Managing-new-exotic-animal-incursions/Information-on-animals-that-are-illegal-to-keep-or-deal-with/cane-toad

