‘INDUSTRY‘

Step Up Your Biosecurity:
Clean Boots, Healthy Crops

Jane Richter & Helen Newman, Berries Australia
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1. Remove Debris: Always check the shoes of visitors
and workers and ask where they have previously been
worn. This helps you determine if they may have been
exposed to other farms or high-risk environments. Use a
stiff brush to remove visible debris from the footwear.

2. Wash: Shoes should be free of mud, manure, and
plant material before being thoroughly washed using
detergent. This prevents contamination of the water
and ensures the disinfectant works effectively.

3. Disinfect: After cleaning, use a footbath containing
a strong sanitising product to disinfect the shoes.
Alternatively, use a spray bottle with a disinfecting
solution. Make sure to follow the product’s
instructions for proper use.
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1. Remove debris 2. Wash

Remove excess dirt and foreign material
from the sole and sides of boots.

matter is removed.
Make sure this is done away from the

production zone and washing area.

Wash boots in a container using a
brush to ensure all dirt and organic

Adding soap or detergent to the
water helps break down and
remove stubborn dirt.

3. Disinfect

Rinse or thoroughly spray cleaned
boots with a registered disinfectant.

Ensure the solution is refreshed
regularly because dirt and rainwater
can dilute its effectiveness.

All disinfectants are less effective in the presence of organic material. Pre-cleaning boots to

remove dirt and debris is essential for any disinfectant to work properly.

Setting up a footbath station:
what you need

Footbaths are an inexpensive and efficient method for
cleaning footwear. To set up a station, you will need:

Heavy-duty scrubbing brushes and scraping
tools (like a horse pick or screwdriver) to remove
debris in the cleaning step

A heavy-duty plastic container for the washing step

A heavy-duty plastic container or a disinfesting
mat or bottle of disinfectant spray for the
disinfecting step

Water for washing and an effective registered
disinfectant

Drying materials like hessian bags, rubber mats,
or towels that are clean, porous, and non-slip

If footbaths are placed on a dirt surface you'll
need a tarpaulin to maintain a clean environment
around the footbath

Maintaining the footbath station

Establish a maintenance program where the footbath
station is cleared of any debris (soil, seeds, plant material)
and the washing station and disinfection station are
cleaned and refilled with water, cleaning and disinfectant
solutions. Dispose of the used water and disinfectant
away from production areas and water sources. Always
adhere to the product label’s disposal instructions to
avoid contaminating the environment.
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By following these simple yet effective steps, you can
significantly reduce the risk of introducing pests and
diseases onto your farm. Keeping shoes clean and
disinfected is a small effort that yields big benefits in
maintaining the health and productivity of your property.

Dedicated footwear for farm areas

An alternative to cleaning shoes every time is to provide
visitors and workers with dedicated farm footwear,
such as gumboots or provide disposable shoe covers.
These should be used exclusively in production areas.
By keeping these shoes confined to specific zones,

you minimise the risk of spreading pests and diseases.
While these shoes should still be cleaned to remove any
buildup, they will not introduce new biosecurity risks,
making it a practical and efficient solution .

More resources

Visit https: //www.farmbiosecurity.com.au/how-to-make-
your-own-footbath/ for more information

Suitable disinfectants include:

Bleach: diluted to one per cent active sodium
hypochlorite (the active ingredient in bleach). For
example, dilute a bleach solution which is four per cent
active sodium hypochlorite using three parts water to
one part bleach.

For more information about disinfectants registered for
use in Australia you can search PubCRIS, the APVMA’s
Public Chemical Registration Information System at
https: //portal.apvma.gov.au/pubcris using ‘disinfectant’
as the search term.
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