‘BLUEBERRIES‘

Mundubbera
Blueberry Festival

Wendy Morris, Berry Industry Development Officer Queensland, Berries Australia

What do Matt Golinski, a bloke in yellow tights, The Angels, and a

contractor who undertook hedging last year at Smart Berries have in

commone Answer: they all entertained the masses at three events held

across two days at this year's Mundubbera Blueberry Festival.

Located 363km north-west of Brisbane, the town

of Mundubbera is home to around 1,100 permanent
residents, although the population can double during
the fruit picking seasons. Mundubbera claims to be the
‘Citrus Capital of Queensland,, a claim that is contested
by the neighbouring town of Gayndah, but it is also
home to one of the largest covered blueberry farms

in the Southern hemisphere.

With both citrus and blueberries contributing heavily
to the local economy, it seems obvious to celebrate
these industries, with each taking its turn to host a
biennial festival. 2024 was blueberries’ year, and the
coordinators did an outstanding job putting together
a fabulous program.

Kicking off the event was Locavore 4626. This exclusive
dining experience saw participants whisked to a secret
location where Celebrity Chef Matt Golinski cooked up
a storm, while Soul Tree Union provided entertainment.
A tip for the inexperienced - this event books out super
early, so put a reminder in your calendars in early 2026
if you don’t want to miss out.

On Saturday morning it was time for the Berry Big Day
Out to open. The event was entirely free, and despite
my early arrival and the town’s small population, the
number of parked cars made it clear this was the place
to be.

There were a variety of stalls, with everything from
local produce to plants to food trucks to handmade
items. How did it compare to a standard city-based
market? It was a distinct improvement, with fewer
sellers in total but a larger proportion who made or
produced their own products.

There was plenty of family-friendly entertainment,
including the Blueberry Mascot a.k.a the bloke in yellow
tights, with his trusted guide, and a range of singers,
dancers and performers. Sally Jolly from Smart Berries
casually pointed out one of the singers as someone who
had worked on the Smart Berries farm recently. There
was also a mental health awareness area, and support
dogs that anyone could go in and spend time with.

Wrapping up the festival was the Blueberry Jam Sesh.
The presenters were top notch, and there were food
and coffee trucks on hand to keep everyone fed, as

well as a bar, and the opportunity to purchase festival
merchandise. With The Angels headlining the night, and
plenty of local talent, it was a great night out.

If you are looking for an excuse to get out on the road in
2026, the Mundubbera Blueberry Festival is a great way
to fulfil your wanderlust. If you're looking at attending
in 2026, be aware that accommodation options in
Mundubbera are limited, and tend to book out early,
however there are options about 30 minutes away in the
neighbouring towns of Gayndah and Eidsvold.




1. Festival goers rocked the night away at the Blueberry Jam Sesh

2. Smart Berries blueberries on show at the festival

3. An example of the exquisite blueberry-inspired food on offer at the Locavore 4626 sold-out festival opening event
4. Festival-goer Lylie Darby enjoying a blueberry ice cream

5. Family-friendly activities at the Berry Big Day Out included eating competitions

All photos credit: Sally Jolly
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