FACT SHEET fruit fly control

The APVMA has indicated that there is a high probability that Permit PER13859 which allows the use
of Dimethoate for orchard cleanup will not be renewed after June 2025 for the following reasons:
The APVMA do not believe that these claims fit under a minor use permit as the permit covers a broad
range of crops, many of which are not classified as minor crops
The APVMA note that the extremely broad host and pest range suggests that use could exceed 10,000
hectares nationally, thereby excluding this use under a minor use permit

The Dimethoate chemical review outcomes are now known and many of these crops will no longer fit
under this permit

Some crops will still have access to Dimethoate for other uses, however using Dimethoate for
orchard clean up will be considered ‘off label’ use.

Queensland fruit fly (QFly)

o Qfly numbers tend to increase in spring, when the weather is
warm and there is a continual supply of host fruit

o Fruit flies become active after periods of rain or high
humidity and damage is most severe during mid to late
summer

¢ The female pierces fruit to lay eggs just below the surface

¢ When the larvae hatch, they tunnel into the flesh

o Affected fruit rots rapidly and the skin around the site of the
sting becomes discoloured

¢ AWM is the gold standard for fruit fly management

e Success requires growers to work with their neighbours to implement a coordinated area-
wide strategy

¢ AWM can be difficult for producers surrounded by pockets of residential development, or
geographically isolated from other farms

 Growers who face these challenges can, however, see big improvements by following
some of the simple measures outlined in this Fact Sheet

e Following all 4 elements of an AWM strategy will boost the control of QFF:

MAINTAIN good hygiene MONITOR populations BAIT females ANNIHILATE males

Berries Australia strongly encourages growers to try
alternative fruit fly management practices in the
2024/2025 summer season in preparation for the loss
of permitted use of Dimethoate for orchard cleanup
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