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I N D U S T R Y

ATMAC funding to help 
continue export trade 

development for Berries
Jenny Van de Meeberg, Export Manager, Berries Australia

Berries Australia has been successful in their bid to further develop export market 
opportunities for the Australian Berry industries following approval of an  

ATMAC Grant from the Australian Government.

The objective of the Agricultural Trade 
and Market Access Cooperation (ATMAC) 
program is 'to open, improve and/or 
maintain access to overseas markets 
for Australian agricultural products by 
building stronger relationships with 
trading partners, neighbouring countries  
and international organisations'.

The purpose of the Grant is to support trade expansion in 
key markets, so Berries Australia has developed a project 
which aims to reinstate export confidence through a 
series of market insight reports that educate growers on 
the market dynamics in key countries. It will also provide 
growers with resources and opportunities to proactively 
re-ignite conversations with importers and retailers.  

To achieve its objectives, the Berries Australia export 
team, led by Export Manager Jenny Van de Meeberg, will 
develop a suite of ‘market insight’ reports for each berry’s 
key markets and materials to support in-market trade 
development. The development and execution of an in-
market Australian Berries trade seminar for importers/
retailers will also contribute towards elevating the 
position that Australian berries hold in the market.  

The blueberry and strawberry industries share the key 
target markets of Singapore and Thailand.  In addition 
to these combined priority markets, blueberries are 
also focused on India and strawberries are focused on 
the UAE. These markets are captured in the respective 
industry export strategies and will be the focal points 
of this project.

The primary beneficiary of the project will be  
Australian berry growers across all locations in Australia. 
With many growers very keen to export, this project will 
provide them with the means and know-how to do so 
in a strategic manner. And for non-exporting growers, 
there exists a strong understanding that moving 
product off the domestic market benefits everyone.

Whilst the berry industry in Australia is coming 
from a low exporting base, it represents tremendous 
opportunity for growth. In Australian supermarkets, 
berries represent the single biggest fresh produce line 
with a combined value of more than $1 billion. There is 
enormous potential to translate this Australian success 
into a global export powerhouse, especially since 
Australia holds the genetics to a number of the most 
prized varieties. The industry’s transformation to being 
export-focused had already begun before COVID19 
disrupted international airfreight and market dynamics. 
This project seeks to put the industry back on track to 
reach its export potential.

Have you joined the Export Group yet? If you 
haven’t, head to bit.ly/BA-Export & apply to join.  
What’s available right now in the Export Hub?

•   GLOBAL TRADE DATA provided by Global Trade Atlas and 
presented using Tableau Public software where you can explore 
the data by exporting country and importing country for up to the 
last 30 years, understand historic pricing trends month-by-month 
by market and explore which are the largest exporters and 
where they are currently supplying their fruit

•   EXPORT STRATEGIES & ACTIONS PLANS for each crop 
which help exporters to understand the which markets to target

•   USEFUL EXPORT LINKS providing you with direct links to 
some of the most useful online resources produced by various 
supporting organisations


