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MINUTES 

Berries Australia Ltd Meeting 
 
 

 
1.  WELCOME & APOLOGIES 
 
P McPherson opened the meeting at 12.02pm and welcomed everyone.   
 
P McPherson advised that due to Covid restrictions, the AGM would be held via Zoom and asked if there were any 
objections.  All board members were in favour of holding the AGM via Zoom. 
 
 
2.  REVIEW OF MINUTES 
 
Minutes from the previous AGM on 14 October 2019 were reviewed.     
 
It was noted that the date of the AGM and the Berries Australia logo were incorrect.   
 
  J Michael moved/A Poiner seconded that the minutes be accepted. 

 
3.  BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
 
There was no business arising from the minutes. 
 
4.  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – P McPherson 
 
P McPherson gave a comprehensive verbal report covering; 
 

• During the past year the importance of a joint berry group has been proven through the numerous 
activities undertaken, including the Covid support provided to growers 

• The Berries Australia team has delivered a high level of work 
• The past year has seen a number of new projects, as well as new challenges, such as the discovery of rust in 

Victoria 
• RABA is aiming to reduce compulsory levies, given the significant accumulation of funds in the HIA R&D 

fund 
• SAI has invested considerable effort in updating their Constitution, which is due to be ratified at their AGM 

in December 
• ABGA has focussed on export and marketing, as well as undertaking difficult conversations around medfly 

research 

Date: 18 October 2021 
Meeting Time: 12pm AEDST 
Location: Zoom 
Attendees: Simon Dornauf, Anthony Poiner, Rachel Mackenzie, Andrew Bell, Richard McGruddy, Jamie 

Michael, Wendy Morris, Jen Rowling, Peter McPherson, Christian Parsons 
Apologies:  
Chair: Peter McPherson Minutes by: Wendy Morris  



Berries Australia Ltd meeting 18/10/2021 via Zoom 2 

 

• Jenny Van de Meeberg is working with Berries Australia for the three years, following the commencing of a 
Trade Access project in May 2021.  It is important for all growers to understand that being in a position to 
delivery consistent supplies of quality fruit will be paramount to their success in exporting. 

• Berries Australia is developing and maintaining the relationships with various government departments 
that are imperative in achieving trade market access. 

• The Strawberry Crisis and Leadership projects have been completed.  J Rowling is to be congratulated on 
her work overseeing these projects. 

• It is disappointing that BA can’t access levy funds in order to be self-funded, however in positive news, no 
new loans from PIBs were required.  It is anticipated that BerryQuest will provide a cash injection. 

• A ‘Whole of Berry’ SIP has been created 
• BA received $35k in sponsorship this year, and has sold over $40k of Australian Berry Journal advertising 

(some of the journal advertising goes to funding the non-HIA funded sections of the journal). 
• International counterparts have been complimentary of the Journal, which is a credit to Jane Richter and 

the IDO’s. 
• The Coffs Working Group was created, and has attracted participants who haven’t previously taken part in 

industry associations. 
• Exciting projects are in the pipeline 
• An Industry Code of Conduct is being developed 
• 2022 will hopefully see a return to normal with Covid restrictions easing 
• We await information on piece rates and the Ag Visa 
• BA has responded to HIA’s request for proposal for a Strawberry Profitability Project 
• Berries Australia has made strong progress over the past three years.  There are still too many committees 

with too much duplication, however things are improving. 
 
P McPherson finished by thanking all committee members and staff for their efforts over the past year. 
 
S Dornauf added that R Mackenzie was also instrumental in helping the strawberry industry access their royalty 
funds, and thanked her for her work in this area. 
 
5.  TREASURER’S FINANCIAL REPORT AND PRESENTATION OF THE AUDITOR’S REPORT 
 
P McPherson opened the conversation by advising that he and A Poiner were in receipt of financial and audit 
reports, and these were to their satisfaction. 
 
A Poiner then presented the financials and audit reports, and thanked M Ryan from BBSA and R Mackenzie for their 
work with their accounts.  A Poiner went on to discuss; 
 

•  Platinum Audits are the auditors for 2020/2021 
• The stability of Berries Australia is improving 
• The P&L showed a small loss 
• The Berries Australia financial position can be improved through ongoing projects 
• The net equity as of 30/6/2021 was $7k, however this includes the loan liability 

 
  A Poiner moved/J Michael seconded that the financial reports be accepted 
 A Poiner moved/A Bell seconded that Berries Australia is a going concern 

 
P McPherson thanked A Poiner for his work. 
 
6.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 
R Mackenzie gave a comprehensive verbal report covering; 
 

• Berries Australia met all meeting obligations for the past year 
• An upwards variation of $30k has been realised for the Trade Project 
• An ATMAC application or strawberry and blueberry funding has been lodged and is in the process of being 

considered.  If successful, around $36k will flow through to BA. 
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• P McPherson and the chairs of the PIBS recently met with Seftons to discuss industry satisfaction with HIA.  
The final Sefton’s report will soon be made available. 

• HIA has finalised the Berries SIP.  BA will seek to receive funding for a Code of Conduct under the SIP. 
• SIAPs has been scheduled for mid-November.  Please contact R Mackenzie with any priorities.  There will be 

a whole of berries minor use of chemicals meeting prior to the SIAPS. 
• It is anticipated that at next week’s RABA AGM that the committee would make a formal resolution to 

purse the proposed changes to the Rubus levies 
• There has been no update on piece rates 
• The government has committed to improving market transparency, and is hosting workshops for various 

commodities 
• R Mackenzie is building better relationships with media in Northern NSW 
• The NSW government’s response to planning reforms is due shortly 
• The Strawberry Commercialisation Project has been problematic 
• After a hiccup with the Tasmanian IDO, conversations between BA and Fruit Growers Tasmania have 

occurred.  R Mackenzie thanked S Dornauf for assisting with this matter.  A new IDO, Mark Salter, has been 
appointed and will work in a full time capacity. 

• SAI is looking to ratify their constitution at their December AGM 
• As a point of interest, Bananas have a full time R&D manager who assists with facilitating the HIA process.  

This may be worth considering. 
 

R Mackenzie finished her report by thanking the BA Staff and Committee.   
 
 
7.  MEETING CLOSE 
 
The Chair closed the meeting at 12.37pm 
 
 
 
 
Peter McPherson 
Berries Australia Chair 
18 October 2021 


