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STRAWBERRY INNOVATION:  
A NEW APPROACH TO INDUSTRY 
DEVELOPMENT

Strawberry Innovation is a new 
industry development program, 
focused on improving national 

communication and coordination across 
the whole of the Australian strawberry 
industry.

One of the widely recognised ways 
to support industry efficiency and 
profitability is sharing information to 
growers and other industry partners on 
research and development outcomes. 
While state based communication 
has generally been good in this area, 
national communication has been 
limited.

Strawberry Innovation will work within 
existing industry networks and provide 
a coordinated approach to ensure 
targeted, industry relevant research 
outcomes and innovation is shared to 
support on-farm decision-making and 
practices.

The Strawberry Innovation program 
is managed at a national level by 
RMCG, with regional delivery partners 
on the ground. RMCG may be a new 
name to the strawberry industry,  
but have worked extensively in other  
horticultural industries providing 
national communication programs and 
industry development services. 

The regional partners include familiar 
faces, with Queensland Strawberry 
Industry Development Officer, Jen 
Rowling expanding her focus to include 
all of the sub-tropical growing regions 
(Qld, NSW and northern WA). While 
the Victorian Strawberry Industry 
Development Committee (VSIDC) is 
appointing an Industry Development 
Officer to focus on the temperate 
strawberry growing regions of Victoria, 
Tasmania, South Australia and southern 
WA.  

The industry can expect to see a few 
new changes in the coming months, the 
first of which is an update to the Simply 

Red newsletter. In partnership with 
the Queensland Strawberry Industry 
Promotions Council (QSIPC), the Simply 
Red newsletter has a new look and 
a wider audience, with it now being 
a national quarterly publication. The 
newsletter will be distributed in a hard 
copy format to industry members and 
also housed online at the Strawberry 
Innovation website. Queensland 
growers who have been familiar with 
the publication will continue to receive 
the same content, with the addition 
of additional articles featuring news, 
events and challenges from across the 
national strawberry industry.    

For details of other news, events and 
resources there is also a new website: 
www.strawberryinnovation.com  

The website will feature stories, 
updates and analysis from grower walks, 
farm days, training events and study 
tours that will be taking place through 
the new Strawberry Innovation program.  

To keep up to date on the latest 
industry news and events be sure to 
also check your inbox for a new monthly 
e-newsletter publication, The Punnet. 
To make sure you receive a copy of 
the e-newsletter be sure to visit the  
www.strawberryinnovation.com website 
to sign up online.

In the meantime, if you have any 
feedback or comments in relation 
to the new Strawberry Innovation 
program please contact Clinton Muller 
on (03) 9882 2670, email clintonm@
rmcg.com.au or go online to the 
Strawberry Innovation website at  
www.strawberryinnovation.com and 
leave a comment in the contact section.  

The Strawberry Innovation program 
is funded by Horticulture Innovation 
Australia Limited, using the national 
R&D strawberry industry levy and 
matching funds from the Australian 
Government. 
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How is a strawberry like a car? 
Yes, they can both be bright red and 
very eye catching, but more importantly, 
new models or ‘varieties’ need to be 
created to meet constantly changing 
market and environmental demands.

The strawberry breeding program 
aims to deliver more efficient production 
of robust, attractive fruit that meet these 
demands. To do that, the subtropical 
and temperate breeding nodes were 
recently merged into one program 
(Horticulture Innovations Australia’s 
Project BS12021 National Strawberry 
Varietal Improvement Program). 

The staff capacity, skills and 
germplasm of the Strawberries 
Australia program (temperate) centred 
in Victoria were joined with those of 
the subtropical program centred in 
Queensland and led by the Queensland 
Department of Agriculture and Fisheries 
(DAF). Additionally, both nodes provide 
germplasm into the mediterranean node 
centred in Western Australia, so the 
breeding program has a truly national 
industry focus. For the temperate 
zone this merging builds on the strong 
foundations laid by the southern 
program and its grower collaborators 
in Victoria, South Australia, New South 
Wales, ACT, and Western Australia.

Recent program outputs
For temperate environments, plants of 
two short day (SD) and one day neutral 
(DN) clones of the 05-series from the 
project have been distributed by four 
accredited runner growers (two Victoria, 
two Queensland) for trial by fruit 
producers. Results are expected later 
this year.

For subtropical environments, ‘Red 
Rhapsody’, ‘Parisienne Kiss’, and 
‘Sundrench’ (Figure 1) are in the final 
stages of evaluation before commercial 
release.

TEMPERATE (SOUTHERN) NODE 
ACTIVITIES
2016 temperate selection trials
Selection trials were planted at the 
Wandin Research Centre, Victoria 
(Figure 2) in April 2016 (7 advanced 
clones, 103 early stage clones and 13,800 
seedlings). Day neutrals comprised 90% 
and SD 10% of the 103 selections. Some 

of the seven advanced clones 
(2 DN, 5 SD) selected will also 
be used as parents in 2016 
crosses.

Plants of 05- series 
clones (2 x SD), 
(1 x DN) have been entered 
into production on four 
accredited runner growers’ properties 
(two Victoria, two Queensland). These 
clones are being distributed through 
the runner growers’ supply channels 
to allow further evaluation. This should 
encourage a flow-through to commercial 
availability if clones continue to show 
promise in trials. 

2016 temperate crosses
Fourteen parents have been chosen to 
produce 20 crosses in 2016. Eighteen 
crosses are DN x DN with two DN x SD. 
Many parents are advanced selections 
and have good agronomic and 
consumer features.

The main focus of the temperate 
node breeding activities is the 
development of superior DN varieties, 
but using methods so that SD varieties 
can also be selected out of the program 
with minimal additional cost.

SUBTROPICAL (NORTHERN) NODE 
ACTIVITIES
2016 subtropical selection trials
Selection trials have been established, 
primarily at Nambour (28 advanced 
clones, 127 early stage clones and 
7,700 seedlings) and Bundaberg (6,950 
seedlings) research facilities. The 
seedlings are derived from 69 parents 
involved in 102 crosses. Advanced and 
early stage clones have been harvested 
weekly since mid-April and assessed 
for traits such as yield, fruit size, fruit 
bruising and abrasion resistance, sugar 
and acid levels, interior and exterior 
colour, and rain and disease resistance. 
Two advanced (2013- series clones) and 
four semi-advanced selections have also 
been established in four ‘on-farm’ trials.

2016 subtropical crosses
The final choice of this year’s parents 
for subtropical node crosses has 
been made. In preparation for this we 
analysed all data for early stage clonal 
selection (i.e. those containing most 

genetic diversity) from 2004 through 
2015 and estimated the value of each 
clone as a potential parent. These values 
were used to identify the best parents. 
The focus of the crosses will be aimed at 
economic advantage and feature traits 
such as larger fruit size (lack of smalls) 
and consumer acceptability. 

Disease resistance screening
Identification, evaluation and 
incorporation of resistances to ‘wilt’ 
diseases (Fusarium, Colletotrichum and 
Macrophomina) are being undertaken 
as the loss of a plant due to these 
diseases is a major economic loss to the 
affected grower.

Fusarium
Routine screening for Fusarium wilt 
resistance is in place and is moving the 
population to resistance. 

Colletotrichum
We analysed data from twelve 
experiments conducted between 2012 
and 2015, screening a total of 249 clones 
(16 cultivars, 233 breeding lines) for 
resistance to Colletotrichum crown rot. 
This data has been used to help select 
superior clones and assess the ease 
of selection for resistance (Figure 3). 
Screening and selection is continuing.

The most highly resistant clones 
traced ancestry to the introduced 
Fragaria virginiana clone NC95-19-10, 
which has very small fruit. Additionally 
five selections unrelated to this 
clone were identified as having high 
resistance, combined with an expected 
reasonable fruit quality. These are being 
further evaluated and included in further 
crossings.

Macrophomina
The fungus Macrophomina phaseolina 
has been associated with crown rot 
(charcoal rot) losses in strawberries in 
recent years in Queensland, Victoria 

NATIONAL STRAWBERRY 
BREEDING PROGRAM UPDATE
Mark Herrington, Jodi Neal, Lien Ko, Apollo Gomez, Michelle 
Paynter, Louella Woolcock, Karen Spencer, Aileen Reid, and the 
rest of the National Strawberry Breeding Team

Fruit from ‘Sundrench’, currently in the final stages of 
commercial release for the subtropical node.
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and Western Australia. Preliminary 
results suggest ‘Albion’ and ‘Camarosa’ 
are susceptible (70-90% death), ‘Red 
Rhapsody’, ‘Festival’, ‘Fortuna’ and 
‘Suncoast Delight’ are moderately 
resistant (10-40% death) while ‘Earlibrite’ 
and ‘Sweet Charlie’ appear more highly 
resistant (< 5% death). Further studies 
on variation among isolates and clones 
are planned, and some of the more 
resistant clones have been included in 
the crossing program.

MEDITERRANEAN (WESTERN) NODE 
ACTIVITIES
Because the mediterranean node could 
not produce seedlings or establish trials 
due to local restructuring, an alternative 
methodology is being investigated. A 
‘proof of concept’ exercise for remote 
breeding and selection has been 
developed and its implementation 
commenced. The number of seedling 
plants has doubled this past year, with 
1,050 seedlings from 7 families, based 
on 9 parents. Additionally, plants of each 
of 8 clones from the most promising 
families of last season, and a control 
cultivar, have been established ‘on-farm’ 
for further evaluation (Figure 4). 

The focus on crossing and selection 
for the mediterranean node is national 
expansion of the international export 
market for strawberry fruit. This is to 
build on the mediterranean node’s 
strong historical orientation toward 

SAVE TIME & MONEY WITH SILVAN 
BREVILGLIERI BED FORMERS! 
Single & triple Bedformer options 
deliver efficient seed preparation  
in one pass up to 6 metres

GETTING IT DONE WITH SILVAN

SILVAN TURBOMISER AIR SHEAR TECHNOLOGY DELIVERS 
EFFICIENT SPRAY COVERAGE WITH LESS REFILLS!  
The Silvan Turbomiser Linkage Air Boom features a 600L tank  
and 18 air outlets on a 12 metre hydraulic folding boom

YOU CAN RELY ON THE TEAM AT DAVID EVANS TO GET THE JOB DONE!

Gatton - (07) 5462 1266   |   Nambour - (07) 5476 1166 
Toowoomba - (07) 4634 3911     

Freecall 1300 209 919   |   deg.com.au

David Evans Group
G E T T I N G  I T  D O N E

GET IT DONE WITH SILVAN!

Wandin Research Centre with runner production beds, propagation tunnels and field trials.

Susceptibility (Hazard ratio) of clones to Colletotrichum crown rot (CCR) (in the graph the most 
resistant is furthest right). A hazard ratio of 1 means that the clone is as susceptible to CCR as is 
‘Camarosa’, whereas less than 1 implies that the clone has greater resistance (e.g. a value of 0.5 
means that the clone is half as likely as ‘Camarosa’ to die in any given week). 
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export, its connections and market 
knowledge. We expect that this focus 
will allow capacity building with later 
inclusion of the eastern production 
regions into a nationally-integrated, 
international export market.

NATIONAL STRAWBERRY BREEDING 
TEAM
Maroochy Research Facility (DAF): Dr 
Mark Herrington (Principal Breeder), 
Dr Jodi Neal (Breeder), Lien Ko (DNA 
cultivar identification, molecular virus 
indexing, Colletotrichum crown rot 
resistance), Michelle Paynter (tissue 

culture production, biological virus 
indexing, Fusarium wilt resistance), 
Apollo Gomez (inoculum production 
and disease identification and control, 
Macrophomina crown rot resistance), 
Louella Woolcock (field and glasshouse 
subtropical operations manager, 
subtropical grower trials liaison), Dale 
McKenna, Mary Grace, Jean Douglas 
(operations support staff) (Figure 5). 

Wandin Research Centre (DAF): 
Karen Spencer (field and glasshouse 
temperate operations coordinator), 
Susan Hibbit and Alan Noon (operations 
support staff) (Figure 6).  

Western Australia: Aileen Reid 
(mediterranean zone co-ordinator, 
previously Horticulture Development 
Officer, Department of Agriculture and 
Food, Western Australia) (Figure 7).

Tell us your thoughts and suggestions 
for improvement: One of the guiding 
principles of the breeding work is to 
foster the exchange of ideas, so please 
contact project leader Mark Herrington 
(mark.herrington@daf.qld.gov.au) if 
you want more information or have 
some feedback (information, advice, 
comments or criticism) for the project 
team. We value your thoughts and 
collaboration.  

Acknowledgements: The national 
breeding team is indebted to the 
support and assistance provided 
by the National Strawberry Variety 
Improvement Steering Committee 
(NSVISC) and especially the efforts 
of the chair Sam Violi, in creating a 
strong foundation for future outputs. 
The breeding team is keen to make 
new varieties available to growers to 
sustainably increase their profitability.  
This project has been funded by 
Horticulture Innovation Australia Limited 
using the Strawberry Industry levy and 
funds from the Australian Government; 
and also Queensland Government 
through the Department of Agriculture 
and Fisheries.

Above: Plant in 
‘on-farm’ trial in 
Western Australia 
(mediterranean node).

Right: Team member; 
Western Australia: 
Aileen Reid.

Team members; Maroochy. Left to right: Mark 
Herrington, Mary Grace, Dale McKenna, Lien Ko, 
Apollo Gomez, Jean Douglas, Jodi Neal,  
Michelle Paynter. Not present: Louella Woolcock.

Team members; Wandin. Left to Right: Karen 
Spencer, Alan Noon and Susan Hibbit.
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OmniBio
OmniBio promotes biological diversity, 
soil health and nutrient availability.

Omnia have a range of products designed to help you increase 
plant growth and crop yield including:
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 for continuous long term production
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•   Increased calcium uptake for quality and shelf life

•   Provide energy with amino acids and trace elements

•   Increased resistance to environmental stress

Increase fertilizer efficiency with K-Humate, the world’s 
most concentrated humate product. 100% Australian 
made. Recognised as the international industry standard.

*the science of growing
N U T R I O L O G Y *

03 5133 9118    www.omnia.com.au

 
 
 

Mega-Kel-P allows you to manipulate crop growth 
to your advantage by scientifically managing plant 
physiology, improving yields and quality with better 
nutrition and fruit set. Apply Mega-Kel-P as a foliar 
spray to new foliage for vital root growth. 

Naturally mined, granulated, continuous 
release boron. One application for up to two 
seasons of safe, plant available boron.

Omnia have a range of products designed to help you increase 
plant growth and crop yield including:

Andrew Doecke
0427 399 708
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Brendan Lauman
0438 776 480
blauman@omnia.net.au
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Brendan Lauman
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Produce the ultimate 
crop with Mega-Kelp-P
The ultimate foliar for stress resistance 
and continuous production
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SUSTAINABLE CONTROL OF POWDERY MILDEW AND 
LEAF BLOTCH BY USING DIFFERENT FUNGICIDES FOR 
RUNNER AND FRUIT PRODUCTION
Apollo Gomez1, Scott Mattner2, David Oag3, Peter Nimmo3, and Mirko Milinkovic2

1 Department of Agriculture and Fisheries, Nambour, Queensland
2 Victorian Strawberry Industry Certification Authority, Toolangi, Victoria
3 Department of Agriculture and Fisheries, Applethorpe, Queensland

Powdery mildew (caused by 
Podosphaera aphanis) and leaf 
blotch (caused by Gnomoniopsis 

fructicola) are important foliar diseases 
in Australian runner nurseries and reduce 
fruit quality and marketable yield on fruit 
farms. Myclobutanil, trifloxystrobin and 
penthiopyrad are currently registered 
for control of powdery mildew on 
strawberry at all levels of runner and 
fruit production. While growers at both 
levels of production are heavily reliant 
on these chemicals, the repeated use 
of the same fungicides at successive 
levels of strawberry production (i.e. 
nursery runners then fruit farms) may 
increase the risk of resistance to 
fungicide developing in the fungus. 
Additionally, the pathogen that causes 
leaf blotch also causes stem-end rot 
in fruiting fields and there is currently 
no registered chemical for control of 
strawberry leaf blotch.

Our project aimed to develop, over 

a three year period, fungicide programs 
against powdery mildew and leaf blotch 
specifically for use in runner production. 
These programs were to be based 
on fungicides, which use chemistries 
and modes of action different from 
those registered and used in the fruit 
production.    

Research to date
In year 1 (2013-14) of the project, we 
identified fungicides with different 
modes of action showing promise 
for controlling powdery mildew and 
leaf blotch in strawberry runners in 
Queensland and Victoria.

In year 2 (2014-15), we found that 
spray programs of the most effective 
chemicals identified in year 1 controlled 
powdery mildew to an equivalent 
level as a standard program based on 
currently registered fungicides. The 
results showed that runner growers 
could reduce their reliance on the 

current fungicides, which are also used 
in fruit production to control powdery 
mildew. Trials also identified the most 
effective fungicides against leaf blotch 
in strawberry nurseries. Results showed 
that runner growers could reduce 
the frequency of application of these 
chemistries without losing efficacy 
against leaf blotch. 

In 2014-15, we extended the screening 
to include ‘biorational’ fungicides for 
use against powdery mildew and leaf 
blotch in the nurseries. ‘Biorational’ is a 
term given to products that are relatively 
non-toxic to people and have low 
impact on the environment and includes 
oils, soaps, microbials, minerals and 
botanicals. One ‘biorational’ fungicide 
showed promise in providing control of 
leaf blotch in strawberry runners. This 
product was later evaluated in spray 
programs with conventional fungicides. 
In general, none of the ‘biorational’ 
fungicides tested showed any effect 
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Above Far Left: Stem-end rot 
symptom on fruit. 
Far Left: Powdery mildew 
symptom on fruit.
Left: Powdery mildew symptom 
on leaf.
Above: Leaf blotch symptom.

against powdery mildew when applied 
alone throughout the season.

Year 3 (2015-16)
Field work for the 2015-16 trials (year 
3) has just finished with results being 
collated and prepared for analysis. 
Treatments incorporated effective 
fungicides and spray programs from 
years 1 and 2 for control against both 
powdery mildew and leaf blotch. 
Several fungicides were also screened 
as stand-alone treatments. If effective, 
these treatments with different modes 
of action will be ideal to include in 
a rotational fungicide program for 
strawberry runner production.  

Outcomes of the research
Two minor-use permits for strawberry 
runners (non-fruiting only) have been 
supported by data from the trials 
(PER80543 and PER80670). Runner 
growers in Queensland and Victoria 
have adopted the new fungicides 
identified in this project as part of their 
program for control of powdery mildew 
in season 2015-16. This means runner 
growers have now reduced their reliance 
on current registered fungicides for 
control of powdery mildew. For the fruit 
growers, this should reduce pressure on 
their fungicides especially early in the 
season.

Access to a wide range of 

fungicides with different modes of 
action is important for managing the 
development of resistance to fungicide. 
Development of a coordinated 
fungicide program between runner 
and fruit production levels will provide 
sustainability across the whole 
strawberry industry in Australia. It is 
anticipated that this practice will extend 
the effectiveness of current and new 
fungicides, reduce risk of fungicide 
resistance developing in the fungus and 
reduce the incidence of the diseases in 
the nurseries and fruit farms. Growers 
should always follow instructions on the 
product label and conditions set out in 
permits.

The potential benefits in fruit farms 
from the carryover effect of the new 

disease control programs in runner 
nurseries have not been quantified. 
Additional research would quantify 
potential benefits for fruit growers, such 
as delayed onset of disease, greater 
early-season plant growth or a reduction 
in the total number of fungicide 
applications in the season.

This project has been funded by 
Horticulture Innovation Australia Limited 
with co-investment from Red Jewel 
Nursery, Sweets Strawberry Runners 
and the Toolangi Certified Strawberry 
Runner Growers Co-operative and 
funds from the Australian Government. 
The Queensland Government has 
also co-funded the project through 
the Department of Agriculture and 
Fisheries.
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  Please Contact our office  on:
Ph: (03) 5962 9220  |  Fax: (03) 5962 9416  |  Email: admin@tcsrgco-op.com.au 

GROWERS OF QUALITY CERTIFIED  STRAWBERRY PLANTS SINCE 1960
Suppliers of “World’s Best” varieties

SOUTH KOREAN STRAWBERRY IMPORTS UPDATE
Jennifer Rowling, Industry Development Officer

In early April 2016, it was announced 
that the Department of Agriculture and 
Water Resources would commence 

work on a risk analysis for the import 
of fresh strawberries from the Republic 
of Korea into Australia. In 2014, Korea 
advised Australia that fresh strawberries 
was its highest priority for horticultural 
market access and the risk analysis has 
been implemented in response to a 
subsequent request for such access. 

As Australia has existing import 
policy for strawberries from NZ and 
the USA, and given the similarities in 
pests of concern, the risk analysis will be 
progressed as a non-regulated analysis 
of existing policy.  This type of analyses 
incorporates comprehensive reviews 
of existing policy together with new 
science.  

The Department has allocated a 
Biosecurity Liaison Officer to ensure 
that communication between the 
Department, the Industry and other 
stakeholders is maintained throughout 
this process.  A preliminary meeting has 
been held with the Biosecurity Liaison 
Officer who has provided extensive 
information about the process and was 
able to answer questions presented by 
strawberry industry representatives.  

It was advised that a draft report 
would be compiled and released for 
consultation with stakeholders mid-
2016. There will be a 60 day consultation 
period during which stakeholders will 
be able to make submissions on the 
draft report for consideration by the 
Department. It is then anticipated that 
the final risk analysis will be completed 
by the end of 2016.  

If it is identified that the risks posed 
exceed Australia’s appropriate level 
of protection (ALOP), the analysis will 
specify that the import will not proceed, 
unless appropriate measures have been 
identified that will reduce those risks to 
an acceptable level. If risk mitigation 
measures achieve Australia’s ALOP, 
imports may occur, however it would 
be a commercial decision to apply for 
an import permit in order for imports to 
commence.

Summary of Strawberry industry in 
Korea 
• 97% of production in 2014 grown in 
glasshouses - remaining 3% is open field 
production.
• Major strawberry growing regions 
– Gyeongsangnam-do (34%) and 
Chungcheongnam-do (32%), followed by 

Jeollanam-do (10%) and Jeollabuk-do (9%).
• Peak season is January to March.
• Major variety for export – Maehyang 
(developed in Korea)
• Current markets for Korean 
strawberries – Singapore and Hong 
Kong (non-protocol markets, no 
phytosanitary requirements).
• New markets recently gained – 
Canada and Vietnam (protocol markets, 
import conditions do not include any 
mandatory phytosanitary treatment).

Trade between Australia and Korea
• Australia is a net exporter to Korea of 
agricultural products.
• In 2014/15, agricultural, fisheries 
and forestry exports from Australia 
to Korea were valued at $2.7 billion 
(mainly beef, veal, sugar, wheat and 
barley). Horticultural exports are only a 
small percentage of overall agricultural 
exports.
• Imports from Korea are valued at $299 
million.
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1800 558 009
www.Rivulis.com.au 

T-TAPE

QUALITY 
BECAUSE COMPROMISE IS NOT AN OPTION

Every 4,500 m of T-Tape we manufacture undergoes 
a computerised flow test, labyrinth fluid path and 

inlet check, adhesion test and burst test.

Then... because it is your crop (and livelihood) on the 
line, before dispatching any roll, a second qualified 
operator must recheck and sign off every T-Tape roll 

manufactured. 

T-Tape – quality you can depend on.

I r r igat ion
Rivulis

Inefficient drip tape installation 
can be costly, particularly 
when it comes to labour 

and fittings. This is especially 
the case each time two tape 
rolls need to be joined in the 
middle of a field. In this case 
the installers must halt work, fit 
the joiner and then continue. 
Rivulis Irrigation has come up 
with a simple solution – longer 
T-Tape rolls. 

Rivulis realised the down time 
was costly for their customers 
and developed a longer roll 
called the ‘Big Boy Roll’. The 
‘Big Boy Roll’ has all the same 
features and specifications of 
conventional T-Tape but is an 
average 30 percent longer than 
other standard length rolls. 

The time wasted at 
changeover was complaint 
Rivulis Australia Sales Manager, 
Guy Boyd, heard many times 
when talking to customers.  

“Talking with growers, I could 
see there was an opportunity 
for Rivulis Australia to work with 
the grower to help them cut 
costs particularly on the larger 

operations where changeover 
time is high.”   

“A major benefit of Big Boy 
Rolls is that it often matches 
the length of the plastic mulch 
so the two are changed at the 
same time. This is more labour 
efficient for the grower,” says 
Guy.

Guy also explained the 
product was already in use 
by capsicum, tomato, corn, 
melon and bean growers in 
far north Queensland and in 
the Northern Territory where 
large T-Tape run lengths are 
common. 

“Growers who have used the 
product say it’s helped reduce 
the time taken in laying the 
lines significantly,” says Guy. 

Guy went on to explain 
Big Boys Roll is suitable for 
most large to medium sized 
operations where the grower 
wants to reduce the labour time 
required installing tape. 

For more information on 
Rivulis Irrigation and Big Boy 
Rolls, please visit Rivulis.com.
au or phone 1800 558 009.

I LIKE BIG ROLLS... 
AND I CANNOT LIE

Rivulis T-Tape - Big Boy Roll Length Options

Diameter
Wall Thickness 

(mm)
Weight 

(kg)
Roll 

Length

16mm (5/8”)
16mm (5/8”)
16mm (5/8”)
22mm (7/8”)
22mm (7/8”)
22mm (7/8”)

35mm (1 1/8”)

8
10
12
8

10
10
15

35
33.5
36.5
32.5
44

47.5
45

3000
2250
2050
2150
1700
1830
1100
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Leading Australian strawberry 
producer, Piñata Farms, will for 
the first time, produce substrate 

strawberries in polytunnels at its 
Wamuran farm on the Sunshine Coast 
this winter.

Managing director Gavin Scurr said 
while commercial substrate production 

was in its infancy in Australia, Piñata 
Farms believed it would become 
widespread in the next 10 years.

“Set-up costs for substrate and 
polytunnel production are extremely 
high. However, we’ve decided to 
make the move now, so when the rest 
of the industry goes that way, we will 

have already trialled and refined these 
methods,” Mr Scurr said.

He said Piñata Farms had invested 
more than $1 million in erecting 1.5 
hectares of polytunnels at Wamuran and 
another eight hectares at Stanthorpe 
in southern Queensland as part of 
its strawberry business expansions. 
Wamuran produces the winter crop and 
Stanthorpe the summer crop, resulting 
in year ‘round production.

Substrate production to achieve 
efficiencies
Approximately 60 per cent of 
strawberries within the new polytunnels 
at Wamuran will be trialed using the 
substrate method this season. 

Substrate strawberries are produced 
in a coconut husk growing medium in 
bags on tiered shelves raised off the 
ground.

“This winter, we’ll be trialling all 
the varieties we currently grow to see 
which performs best in the tunnel 
environment,” Mr Scurr said.

“We’re expecting substrate 
production will improve fruit quality and 
achieve efficiencies. The tunnels will 
keep fruit dry, so there will be less waste 
and, because it will be warmer in the 
tunnels, we’re expecting a moderate 
increase in yield.

“Substrate production takes the 
ground out of play, so plants won’t be 

PIÑATA FARMS LAUNCHES 
SUBSTRATE STRAWBERRIES

FruithauL
REFRIGERATED PRODUCE DISTRIBUTION

(07) 5495 6777

Caboolture Corporate Park
12 Concorde Place 

Caboolture Qld 4510

PHONE 24 HRS

(07) 5495 6777

www.fruithaul.com.au

FAX (07) 5495 6035

Proudly servicing the Caboolture area 
and Sunshine Coast for 23 years
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waterlogged or susceptible to soil-
borne pests and diseases. It’s a sterile 
environment which should result in a 
more uniform crop.”

Mr Scurr said he expected substrate 
harvesting to be up to 40 per cent 
faster than field-grown picking.

“Our pickers will be able to stand 
and move along the benches as they 
pick, placing the berries into trays on 
a moving trolley,” he said.

“We also expect to use about 
30 per cent less water compared 
with the field-grown crop. Substrate 
strawberries will be irrigated through 
spike drippers set up in individual 
growing bags. Plants will be watered 
at four-minute intervals up to 10 times 
a day, depending on the weather.”

Mr Scurr is also hoping for a 20 
per cent saving on the amount of 
fertiliser used with the new production 
method. 

The polytunnels were covered in 
clear polythene which diffused light 
and was more conducive to strawberry 
production, he said.

“Over time, the covers will become 
dusty and start to break down, 
blocking out too much light. We’re 
hoping to get three seasons out of 
them before we need to replace.” 

Mr Scurr said while substrate 
strawberry production was minimal 
in Australia, it was the widespread 

in other parts of the world such as 
Europe due to degradation of soils.

“Europe doesn’t have the sun to 
sterilise the soil like we do in Australia, 
so we’re ahead of the curve in that 
sense. However, there is plenty of 
work being done on substrate and 
polytunnel production here and we’re 
predicting it’s the future for major 
commercial growers.”

Winter harvesting of field-grown 
fruit began at the Wamuran farm in 
May - several weeks earlier than usual 
due to an unseasonally warm autumn. 

Harvesting is expected to reach 
full production in August, continuing 
through until October. Piñata Farms 
will pack approximately 140,000 
punnets a day during the peak period 
- a 15 per cent increase on last year’s 
output - due to a 16-hectare expansion 
at Wamuran.

Polytunnels increase at Stanthorpe 
farm
Once harvesting ends at Wamuran, 
the Stanthorpe farm will begin picking 
its summer crop. Piñata Farms grows 
strawberries over 10 hectares at the 
Stanthorpe farm. Eighty per cent of 
the crop is now covered in polytunnels 
and about one hectare will be devoted 
to substrate production this coming 
season.



12

Early season production and weather
Amongst Queensland growers there 
has been a reasonable mix of varieties 
and spread of planting dates that had 
the potential to provide consistent 
production throughout the season. 
However, from March continuing 
through to June, South East Queensland 
has had record warm temperatures, 
which has had a significant impact on 
early production. This is likely to result 
in peak volumes occurring later in the 
season and coming from later plantings, 
and late varieties such as Festival and 
Camarosa. 

The hot days and lack of cool nights 
has had an effect on quantity and 
quality. These climatic conditions have 
resulted in early plantings having high 
vigor, poor fruit set and low pollination. 
Fruit has tended to lack size and there 
has been high levels of misshapen fruit. 
Now as days shorten and temperatures 
begin to drop, early varieties such as 
Ruby Gem and early planted Fortuna 
are moving into a period of winter lull.

Bundaberg plantings came into 
production considerably earlier than 
Sunshine coast plantings. However, 
issues associated with the hot, 

dry autumn have been particularly 
challenging with generally higher 
temperatures in this region.

The early variety that has performed 
best under this season’s autumn 
conditions has been Aussie Gem. Fruit 
size and shape have generally been 
good and plants are still producing 
consistent flower and fruit while other 
early plantings have begun to enter 
the winter lull. The lack of rain has also 
suited this variety which is known to be 
sensitive to wet conditions.

Things changed in the first week of 
June with the storm that wreaked havoc 
along the entire east coast of Australia. 
All growers have had some level of 
rain damage. The extent of damage 
has varied from grower to grower and 
between varieties. However, in general, 
growers have ‘dodged a bullet’ with this 
storm, experiencing limited property 
damage. The rain has helped to fill 
water supplies and freshen up plants, 
and the influence of the southern storm 
cycles has brought with it some much 
needed cooler weather. 

Later planted varieties are now 
starting to come into production. With 
nights cooling down and some cooler 

day time temperatures it is expected 
that fruit set and fruit quality will begin 
to improve. That said, at the time of 
writing, Queensland has experienced 
one of its hottest June days in almost a 
century. 

An extended summer strawberry season
Warm autumn conditions throughout 
the country has meant that production 
continued until very late in Tasmania, 
Victoria, and Stanthorpe, with good 
volumes of quality fruit on the market 
from these regions until late into 
autumn. 

  
Disease 
The hot, dry conditions in Queensland 
have also had an impact in terms of 
disease. These conditions during 
establishment, and a need to budget 
water, has meant that plants were 
generally under stress during this critical 
period. Continued warm conditions, as 
early plantings entered into their first 
flush, added to the stress. Combined 
with warm soil temperatures this has 
meant that crown and root rots have 
been able to thrive. As a result, the 
industry is seeing a high incidence of 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN YOUR STATE? QUEENSLAND

QLD STRAWBERRY SEASON – 
AN UNUSUALLY WARM START
Paul Jones, IPM Specialist, Bugs for Bugs

Californicus 
predatory mite.  
(photo Dan 
Papacek)

Muay with local grower Pim Mens.
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plant losses due to crown and root 
pathogens such as phytophthora and 
Colletotrichum.

On the positive side the dry conditions 
have meant that pressure from fruit and 
foliar diseases has generally been very 
low. There has been virtually no grey 
mould in the fruiting fields until after 
the recent storm. Heavy morning dews 
prior to the storm has provided enough 
moisture for powdery mildew to be 
persistent but only at low levels.  

Incidence of grey mould has become 
common in the week following the 
storm. Growers will need to remain 
vigilant to disease now that it is active 
in the blocks and with an increase in wet 
conditions forecast. 

Be sure to remove all disease 
infected fruit from blocks and maintain 
a regular curative fungicide program 
while disease is present and conditions 
favour its spread.

Qld runner farms - releasing predatory 
mites 
As mentioned in the March bulletin, 
predatory mites were introduced onto 
runner farms for two spot mite control 
this summer. It has been interesting to 
see that a proportion of these mites have 
come through the runner production 
system and were being scouted in low 
numbers shortly after runners were 
planted into fruiting fields. This practice 
is likely to become more common with 
the major nurseries seeing the benefits 
this summer.

Years of experience have proved that 
more effective two spot mite control 
is obtained with early establishment 
of predators in production fields. 
Preserving whatever predators make it 
to the fruiting fields from the nurseries 
could become an important component 
of future two spot mite control. This will 
require that growers begin to use ‘soft’ 
insecticides such as Avatar for caterpillar 
control early in the season and avoid 
more toxic chemistry such as Lannate. 

Transform – now permitted 
A permit has now been released for 
the use of Transform (sulfoxaflor) in 
strawberry fruit production. It is another 
welcomed IPM tool. If used sparingly, 
the product will suppress Thrips, 
Rutherglen bugs, mirids and Aphids, 
without affecting predatory mites. 
Hymal is useful, however I believe it is 
disruptive to beneficial insects, as well 
as offering potential phytotoxic effects 
to plants.

Early season two spot mite control
It has been an extremely busy time for 
Bugs for Bugs and Aerobugs meeting 
the demand for predator mites in 
Queensland. Due to the warm, dry 
autumn mite pressure has been high 
from the very beginning. We started 
releasing early and continue with 
releases in later planted blocks and 
have started providing top ups where 
required. 

This season has again proven the 
benefit of getting predators established 
early. We have seen excellent predator 
establishment in early planted varieties 
such as Aussie Gem with a number 
of blocks already cleaning up of two 
spot mite in early June. With this early 
establishment these growers should 
not experience two spot issues for the 
rest of the season. Early establishment 
in early planted blocks also means that 
there is a reserve of predators to help 
establishment in later planted blocks. 
Keep in mind that this is no substitute 
for releasing in the later planted blocks.

Aerobugs
Predator releases conducted by 
Aerobugs are proving to be very 
successful. Nathan has been very busy 
making releases with his drone and is 
continuing to refine and improve his 
dispersal techniques. His hard work has 
been demonstrated this season with 
many examples where good numbers 
of predators are being found within a 
week or two of a release. This is ground 
breaking work at a global level and 
Nathan is receiving regular calls from 
the US and Europe to learn what he is 
doing. There is no doubt that he will 
prove this season that drone dispersal 
has an important role to play in the 
future of this industry. Nathan had better 
be preparing a fleet of drones to keep 
up with the growth in demand.

Californicus predatory mites
This season, in addition to releasing 
persimilis Bugs for Bugs has been 
releasing the predatory mite Neoseiulus 
californicus, (Neo’s for short). This 
mite is widely recognised overseas 
as an effective bio-control agent. It 
is an aggressive and robust predator 
that tolerates a wide range of climatic 
conditions. It has the advantage that 
it feeds on pollen so does not require 
a two spot population to survive, 
enabling very early release. It also works 
very well when used in conjunction with 
persimilis. 

Neo’s were introduced into the 
nurseries this summer with success 
and have been released into a 
number of fruit production fields. So 
far things are looking promising with 
good early numbers developing. For 
more information on Neo’s follow 
the link: http://www.goodbugs.org.
au/G ood% 20bugs % 20ava i l a b le /
californicus.html

Visitors from Thailand’s Royal Project 
Foundation
Bugs for Bugs is currently hosting 
Chan and Muay, two agricultural 
extension officers from Thailand’s Royal 
Project Foundation. The Royal Project 
Foundation was originally established in 
1969 by King Bhumibol Adulyadej and 
Queen Sirikit. 
It’s aims have been to help alleviate 
poverty amongst the hill communities 
of Thailand, stop opium production 
by assisting hill communities to 
produce alternative high value crops, 
reduce deforestation and promote 
soil preservation. It must have been 
considered a very progressive program 
in 1969. The program continues to do 
great work amongst the hill communities 
of Thailand. 

Strawberries are currently being 
grown on a small scale in Thailand. Chan 
and Muay were keen to learn about 
strawberry production in Australia. 
They are particularly interested in 
Organic production as it is well suited 
to the small land holdings in Thailand. 
Bugs for Bugs were happy to be able 
to introduce Chan and Muay to Pim 
Men, an organic grower based on the 
Sunshine Coast who is originally from 
Thailand. Chan and Muay were able to 
spend a very informative day with Pim 
Men. 

They have also been able to have a 
look at some of the bigger farms in SE 
Queensland. To put it into perspective 
strawberry production in Thailand 
currently totals 5 million plants. For 
them to see single farms with 3 million 
plus plants has certainly been an eye 
opener.

Sam Dunlop contributions 
Sam has contributed substantially to 
this months news bulletin, and has done 
a great job. 

Sam has been working with Bugs 
for Bugs since April, taking on a 
technical role with the company. Initially 
strawberry than onto other crops helping 
implement new biocontrol agents.

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN YOUR STATE? QUEENSLAND
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With the southern strawberry 
season rapidly approaching 
it is important for growers 

to start planning their IPM programs. 
With all IPM programs forward planning 
and early implementation is critical to 
success, particularly with respect to the 
biological components of the program. 
This is certainly the case when it comes 
to management of Western Flower 
Thrips (WFT) where chemical control 
is relatively ineffective and biological 
control is a critical component to overall 
management of the problem. 

Bugs for Bugs has focused on 
Western flower thrip (WFT) control 
in strawberries using Montdorensis 
predatory mites (= Monties). 

Over several years, with much 
research and fine tuning plus invaluable 
input from Koppert (the world’s largest 
producer of beneficial insects), Bugs for 
Bugs has developed a successful rearing 
system providing high numbers of these 
powerful predators.

Montdorensis WFT predators are 
native to Australia, and have rapidly 
been adopted in the European 
greenhouse industry. It is an aggressive 
thrip predator, known to control eggs 
and larval stages of thrips.

WFT management on strawberries 
using this predatory has been very 
effective. Results have been compared 
to Swirskii predatory mites, which, 
historically has been considered to 
be perhaps the most effective WFT 
predatory mite used in the international 
green-house industries. Trials have 
demonstrated that Monties can be 
at least as effective as Swirskii at 
controlling Thrips populations. More 
information on this trial can be found at 
the following URL: http://www.hortidaily.
com/article/1232/Syngenta-explores-
possibilities-A.-montdorensis-mite-in-
pepper-crop

Like all thrip predators it works 
well under mild temperate-humid 
conditions. Strawberry micro climates 

offer an ideal environment 
for Montdorensis.

Together with pollen 
and fungal spores 
Monties are able to 
sustain themselves well 
within in the plant. They 
also feed on whitefly 
eggs and young as well 
as other mite species. 
Whilst praising the merits 
of Montes, WFT will still 
remain a problematic 
pest, and like all other WFT beneficials 
a holistic approach in growing crops is 
required to ensure good control.

WFT can cause crop damage in all 
its life stages. Generally for berries a 
concentration of larval stages on the 
fruit surface and in flowers causes 
bronzing. Montes will feed on the larval 
stages of WFT.

After several successful outcomes 
Bugs for Bugs can now say with 
confidence that Monties are a 

valuable tool towards improved WFT 
management. Many strawberry farms 
are now testifying to its effectiveness.

MANAGING WFT BUGS FOR BUGS - 
RECOMMENDATIONS
‘The Triangular effect’- 
With the montdorensis now available for 
use in strawberry crops I see the key to 
good WFT control can be attributed to 
the following points below

1. Cultural Create an even 
environment that eases the bronzing 
pressure inflicted on fruit caused by 
thrips larvae. Mandatory for quality 
berry production under protective 
tunnels is misting. Creating an even 
environment is important. Reducing 
temperature extremes and humidity will 
dramatically reduce bronzing caused by 
thrips. Misting or overhead sprinklers in 
tunnels will help achieve this.

With outside production, hydration is 
key. Correct soil moisture, holds good 
plant turgidity, reducing the effects of 

bronzing. 
Periods of low humidity will enhance 

bronzing when thrips are active. 
Overhead irrigation will reduce the 
effects of bronzing whether thrip or 
physiologically related. In addition, 
overhead irrigation will encourage and 
bulk natural beneficial insect activity.

The experience with montdorensis 
predators is that they respond well to 
good crop agronomics.

2. Beneficials Releasing beneficial 
arthropods benefits WFT control. 
Biological control of WFT is complex 
and in general there is no single 
beneficial insect that will provide total 
control. Generally, the more blending 
of different predatory mite species,  and 
insect predators the better the control 
of thrips. 

Preserving a range of both naturally 
occurring and mass released beneficial 
species is the key to good thrips control. 
If chemical intervention is required 
it is essential that ‘soft’ materials are 
selected.

3. Chemicals-select soft options 
when needed Chemicals form the 3rd 
side of the triangle. Good WFT control 
occurs when all facets of IPM mentioned 
work. Unfortunately chemicals are 
perhaps the weakest of the triangular 
control link.

Chemical resistant WFT strains, lack 
of good soft chemistry choices makes 
chemical control difficult. Pesticides 
used for thrips management are 
often disruptive and may cause more 
problems than they solve.

We tend to only recommend 
chemical control, with soft options as 
the last resort in reducing WFT numbers. 
These may often be applied during 
unfavourable weather events.

Managing western ßower 
thrips: Bugs for Bugs 
recommendations
The ‘triangular effect’ 
With montdorensis now available, I see the key to 
good WFT control in strawberries as achievable 
through the following three-pronged approach.

1. Cultural controls 
Create an even environment that eases the 
bronzing pressure inßicted on fruit caused by thrips 
larvae. Misting is mandatory for quality berry 
production under protective tunnels. Creating an 
even environment is also mandatory. Reducing 
temperature extremes and humidity will 
signiÞcantly reduce bronzing caused by thrips. 
Misting or overhead sprinklers in tunnels will help 
achieve this.

With outside production, hydration is key. Correct 
soil moisture holds good plant turgidity, reducing 

the effects of bronzing. Periods of low humidity will 
enhance bronzing when thrips are active. 
Overhead irrigation will reduce the effects of 
bronzing whether thrips or physiologically related. 
In addition, overhead irrigation will encourage and 
increase the activity of naturally occurring 
beneÞcial insects. The experience with 
montdorensis predators is that they respond well 
to good crop agronomics.

2. BeneÞcials
Releasing beneÞcial arthropods beneÞts WFT 
control. Biological WFT control is complex and 
there is no single beneÞcial insect that will provide 
total control. Generally, the more blending of 
different predatory mite species and insect 
predators, the better the control of thrips. 
It is hard to ascertain the weighting of the 
commercial beneÞcials vs natural control of WFT. 
However the more blending of beneÞcials, the 
better. Therefore preserving multiple beneÞcial 
insect/mite blends is key to good thrips control and 
this objective can only be achieved with careful 
chemical selection when insecticides are required.

3. Soft chemicals
Chemicals form the third and perhaps the weakest 
side of the triangle. Insecticide resistant WFT 
strains and a lack of soft chemical choices make 
chemical control challenging. When chemicals are 
used to reduce WFT populations, their is always a 
degree of beneÞcial insect/mite mortality involved. 
We tend to only recommend chemical control, 
using the  softest possible options, as the last 
resort in reducing WFT numbers. 

Transform - not yet available 
When the permit for Transform (sulfoxaßor) is 
released, we hope it will prove to be a useful IPM 
tool. The product, if used sparingly, will suppress 
thrips, rutherglen bugs, mirids and aphids, with 
minimal effect on predatory mites. Hymal is a 
useful tool, however it remains disruptive to 
beneÞcial insects, and should only be used with 
great caution. Be aware that this product may also 
cause phytotoxic effects to plants.

Season start 
With runners now being planted in Queensland, 
we are busy preparing for predatory mite releases. 

The insectary is undergoing expansion to 
guarantee good predatory mite supplies.

Aerobugs will also be ready to use their drones to 
apply beneÞcial mites. Last season many farms 
used Aerobugs to good effect. New improved 
dispersal techniques learnt from last season will 
ensure good predatory mite development in 
strawberries.
Monitoring services will also commence as soon 
as plants are establishing.

I wish all the best for the coming season and look 
forward to being of assistance.

Paul Jones - Bugs for Bugs IPM specialist
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WESTERN FLOWER THRIPS - 
SPECIAL IPM FEATURE
Advertorial content contributed by Paul Jones, Bugs for Bugs

Over several years, with much research and fine tuning 
plus invaluable input from Koppert, Bugs for Bugs has 
developed a successful rearing system providing high 
numbers of these powerful predators.
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Aerobugs are CASA certified and fully insured for approved UAV 
operations across Australia. Established three years, we’re fast 
becoming the national beneficial bug dispensing experts. 

Bugs away! 

Why walk when you can fly? 
Call Nathan 0409 833 283

aerobugs.com.au

Proven results in  
NSW | QLD | SA | VICAffordable 

bugs and 
spreading 
packages 

available on 
request

Elevate your yield margins:  
control crop pests with Aerobugs’  
unmanned aerial vehicles (uavs) and 
beneficial bug dispensing service
• Safe and cost effective
• Reduce reliance on pesticides

A
ustralian patented

Biological Control Specialists

bugsforbugs.com.au
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The Sunshine Coast Events Centre 
in Caloundra was the venue for 
this years’ Queensland Strawberry 

Industry Annual Dinner and Awards 
night.  Over 250 guests attended this 
highly anticipated annual event on the 
strawberry industry calendar, and the 
support of sponsors helped to ensure a 
wonderful night was had all. 

Guests were welcomed to the SJB 
Ag-Nutri Cocktail Reception by the 
divine Dame Edna Average, who set 
the scene for a light-hearted evening of 
comedy and laughter.  

Luigi Coco, President of the QSGA, 
kicked off the night by welcoming guests 
and acknowledging the sponsors. After 
dinner from the sumptuous buffet, the 
Swingin’ Martinis took to the stage 
with a high energy, interactive, musical 
comedy show which had guests in 
stitches and the most unlikely suspects 
up on stage dancing to YMCA or belting 
out a tune.  

The Annual Industry Awards 
followed and acknowledged growers 
and associates of the Queensland 
Strawberry Industry for their hard work 
and contribution in a number of key 
areas. The winners on the night were:

Outstanding achievement in on-farm 
management practices to improve fruit 
quality. For playing an integral role in the 
development of high quality standards 
of strawberry production.
Award presented to: Dave Fairweather, 
Taste n See.

Excellence in sustainable and biological 
farming practices. For commitment to 
ongoing research and implementation 
of sustainable and biological farming 
practices.
Award presented to: Pim Mens, Pims 
Organics

Exceptional Women in Industry Award
In recognition of the hard work of the 
fairer side of the industry, not only  
on-farm but also behind the scenes 
ensuring that both business and family  
are running smoothly.  
Award presented to: Di West, Suncoast 
Harvest

Strawberry Industry Services Award 
for Excellence in Service Delivery. For 
providing exceptional advice and 
services to SE Queensland strawberry 
producers, and for the fast and reliable 
delivery of products.
Award presented to: Errol Graham

Strawberry Industry Services Award 
for Excellence in Logistics. For the 
exceptional provision of services 
to strawberry producers across  
Queensland in the field of transport and 
logistics.
Award presented to: Lindsay Transport

Old Codgers Award. For the old timers 
of the industry who despite not getting 
any younger,  continue to work hard and 
kick goals in the strawberry industry (as 
much as their limbs will allow!)

Award presented to: Rick Twist, Twist 
Bros.

Industry Young Guns Award. For the 
young and upcoming farmers of the 
future who have been in the game less 
than 10 years but have the drive and 
passion that will keep them growing 
successfully for years to come.
Award presented to: Nathan Baronio, 
Eastern Colour

Outstanding Contribution to Industry 
Award. In recognition of an ongoing 
commitment to not only managing and 
developing their own business, but to 
improving the industry as a whole. 
Award presented to: Merv Schiffke

Hall of Fame Award. In recognition of 
a grower or industry associate who has 
made a  long-term contribution to the 
industry.
Award presented to: Roger Broadley

On behalf of the Queensland 
Strawberry Growers Association, thank 
you to everyone who attended and a 
special thank you to all our sponsors. 
Without the support of these generous 
businesses, this event would not have 
been able to grow as it has and become 
such a popular event for the Queensland 
Strawberry Industry. Your support is very 
much appreciated and we look forward 
to another very successful event next 
year. 

Major Sponsor:
SJB Ag-Nutri

Wine Sponsor:
Fullyarn Packaging Pty Ltd

QUEENSLAND STRAWBERRY 
INDUSTRY DINNER AND AWARDS
Jennifer Rowling, IDO

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN YOUR STATE? QUEENSLAND
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VIP Table Sponsors:
Toolangi Certified Strawberry Runners
Red Jewel Nursery
Sweets Strawberry Runners

Table Sponsors:
ASD
Fruithaul
Multisteps
Steritech
AustSafe
Netafim
OCP
Rivulis
Bayer
R&R Fumigation
EE Muir & Sons
Landmark Yandina
Scalzi Produce

Award Sponsors:
David Evans Group
WFI
Barmac
Dykes Bros
Fresh Berry Co 
Ross & Co 
Roy Cave & Son 
Orora Fibre Packaging
Bioactive Soil Solutions
    
Support Sponsors: 
Sam Greco and Associates

Prize Sponsors:
Fullyarn Packaging Pty Ltd
Lindsay Rural
Multisteps
Orora
R&R Fumigation
Specialty Packaging Australia
Bayer
SJB Ag-Nutri
Raptis Pax
Suncoast Rural

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN YOUR STATE? QUEENSLAND
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Western Flower Thrips (WFT) 
was first detected in Australia 
around Perth in 1993 and 

despite quarantine measures, this 
pest spread quickly in crops around 
the country. WFT has caused serious 
problems for strawberry growers, 
particularly in the southern growing 
districts of Victoria, South Australia, 
Western Australia, Tasmania and more 
recently southern Queensland. 

Growers resorted to regular, toxic, 
broad spectrum pesticides, to control 
WFT. Initial control was adequate, 
however WFT rapidly developed almost 
complete resistance to these controls, 
resulting in high levels of economic 
damage. Regular spraying also resulted 
in secondary outbreaks of two spotted 
mites (TSM). Attempts to control TSM 
using regular miticide applications, also 
lead to chemical resistances in TSM 
populations.

The first successful IPM program 
to combat WFT in strawberries was 
initiated in Albany WA in 2003, utilising 
regular heavy releases of Cucumeris 
predatory mites.

In 2007 the Victorian Strawberry 
Association invited Biological Services 
and IPM Technologies (Paul Horne), to 
a crisis meeting run by John Frisina of 
Landmark. IPM Technologies worked 
together with Biological Services to 
develop IPM strategies to successfully 
combat both serious pests (WFT and 
TSM) by 2009. The program has been 
so effective that approximately 90% of 
the strawberry areas in Victoria, SA and 
WA currently utilise biological control to 
manage their key pests. These programs 
have now been extended to Tasmania 
and Queensland. 

Control of WFT with predators
WFT can cause considerable bronzing 
damage to strawberry fruit and when 
uncontrolled can lead to the rapid down 
grade of fruit and reduced shelf life. To 
control WFT, several predators are used 
in conjunction depending on the pest 
pressure at each site.
• Soon after planting: a mixture of 
Hypoaspis species (H. miles and H. 
aculeifer) are released, to control thrips 
pupae in the soil. This is important in 
the field, as first year plants are usually 
planted into sterile fumigated ground.
• At flowering: releases of Neoseiulus 
cucumeris (Cucumeris) are conducted 
to control young thrips, which develop 
under the strawberry calyx. This is the 
main predator used to control WFT in 
uncovered strawberries. Three releases 
of Cucumeris a season are generally 
recommended in spring, early summer 
and early autumn.
• Strawberries grown under covered 
protection develop much higher levels 
of WFT as the increased temperatures 
and lower humidity is ideal for thrips 
development. In this situation releases 
of Orius tantillus, a predatory bug 
are utilised in conjunction with the 
Hypoaspis and Cucumeris. Orius not 
only control the juvenile stages but 
also feed on adult stages of WFT in the 
flower. Orius takes 4-6 weeks to establish 
properly and it is critical that good levels 
of flowers are present in the crop prior 
to introduction.

WA Strawberry growers were 
pioneers to work with Orius in 
strawberries in Australia due to severe 
WFT populations and damage.  Since 
2012, growers that have introduced 
Orius on their strawberry farms have not 

needed to apply pesticide sprays for 
WFT.  Conversely growers that were only 
relying on pesticides, sprayed 7-10 times 
prior to the end of September, with pest 
pressure remaining high resulting in 
deformed flowers, and bronzing of fruit.

Two spotted mite control in the 
strawberry IPM program
It is critical in the IPM program that 
the use of toxic mitcides to control 
TSM is avoided, so that populations of 
Cucumeris and Orius are not disrupted. 
The use of miticides may also result in 
WFT population flare ups. Persimilis are 
a highly effective predator that controls 
all life stages of TSM and several 
releases of Persimilis are required early 
in the season. Excellent control of 
TSM with Persimilis can be achieved in 
both outdoor and covered strawberry 
crops. As TSM breed quickly in covered 
situations, due to higher temperatures, 
lower humidity and sometimes dusty 
conditions, extra releases may be 
required. Californicus can be used in 
conjunction with Persimilis in dry/hot 
conditions.

Research for WFT control under 
greenhouse conditions, has recently 
been conducted in the UK by the 
strawberry industry. Following is a quote 

WESTERN FLOWER THRIPS (WFT)  
CONTROL IN AUSTRALIAN 
STRAWBERRIES
Advertorial content contributed by Lachlan Chilman, Biological Services

Top: Adult Orius tantillus feeding on Western 
Flower Thrips in a strawberry flower.
Above: Western Flower Thrips damage to 
strawberry fruit.

Juvenile Orius tantillus feeding on 
an adult Western Flower Thrip.

Adult Neoseiulus cucumeris 
feeding on Western Flower 
Thrip larvae.

Phytoseiulus persimilis 
feeding on Two Spotted 
Mite.

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN YOUR STATE? WESTERN AUSTRALIA
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Commercial producers of biological control agents  
for Integrated Pest Management (IPM) programs.

KEY PESTS BIOCONTROL SOLUTION

APHYTISRED SCALE

DIAMONDBACK MOTH DIADEGMA

CALIFORNICUS OCCIDENTALIS PERSIMILISTWO SPOTTED MITE

ENCARSIA ERETMOCERUSWHITEFLY NESIDIOCORIS

DALOTIA HYPOASPIS ‘A’FUNGUS GNAT / THRIPS HYPOASPIS ‘M’

CUCUMERIS ORIUSTHRIPS

APHELINUS APHIDIUS ‘C’ APHIDIUS ‘E’APHIDS
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Autumn 2016 has been relatively 
kind to growers trying to establish 
runners with cool temperatures 

and some timely rain. A few growers 
had some hail which resulted in minor 
foliage damage but otherwise the 
weather has been kind.

Many growers have reduced 
plantings or not planted at all due to 
poor prices the last few years. There are 
quite a lot of second year plants in and 
one grower has even pushed the limits 
with third years!

Bemisia obviously proved tempting 
last year because there are large 
numbers planted this year.

Runner supply (timing and quality) is 
a point of contention, as always. There 
were significant shortages of some 
runners leaving quite a few growers with 
fairly big gaps to fill. Runner size was 
often variable. Plant losses varied from 
acceptable to not acceptable in some 

batches. Some limited testing will be 
carried out to see if there is a common 
cause.

Adherence to PBR has been an 
issue in a few cases this year and has 
been followed up with the licensor. 
Growers are reminded that they may 
not propagate strawberry plants without 
the express permission of the licensor. 
A royalty is payable on each runner. 
Breaches of PBR will be prosecuted by 
the licensor and in some cases also the 
federal police. A list of your obligations 
and penalties for breaches can be found 
here: http://www.ipaustralia.gov.au/
get-the-right-ip/plant-breeders-rights/
manage-your-pbr/

A Queensland fruit fly outbreak 
just before Christmas caused a few 
headaches. We can be thankful it 
occurred in a metropolitan area and not 
a growing region. The outbreak has now 
been eradicated. The Department of 

Agriculture and Food Western Australia 
(DAFWA) asked a range of horticulture 
industries to contribute to the cost of 
eradication and many did, however the 
strawberry APC committee voted not to 
contribute. 

Following on from that outbreak 
DAFWA has called for the 
implementation of a biosecurity plan for 
horticulture so that eradication of future 
pest and disease incursions can be 
funded. Several mechanisms have been 
proposed including an extension of the 
Agricultural Produce Commission (APC) 
fee for service. The various sectors of the 
horticulture industry in WA (including 
the strawberry industry) are preparing 
submissions to ACIL Allen, due in 15 
June.  

 
Responsible Pesticide Use
For growers, controlling pests and 
diseases is an ongoing battle. Australia 

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN UPDATE
Aileen Reid, IDO

taken from the government produced 
IPM fact sheet summarising the findings: 

Action Points
“Most successful control of WFT in UK 
commercial strawberry production has 
been found where:
• Strawberry crops are only grown for 
one season.
• Well-managed regular predator 
release strategies are used in all crops 
from either before flowering or from the 
first flower, using Neoseiulus cucumeris, 
combined with one or more of: 
Hypoaspis miles, Orius specified (later 
in the season when temperature are 
high enough for establishment) or mass 
trapping with blue sticky roller traps.
• Phytoseiulus Persimilis is used as the 

main control method for two spotted 
mite.
• Crop protection programmes that are 
harmful to predators are avoided.
• Advice on biological control 
programmes is sought from an adviser 
who is experienced in using predators.
• Product compatibility tables are 
consulted to check if proposed crop 
protection products are likely to 
be harmful to the predators being 
introduced”.

IPM programs undertaken by 
Biological Services in Australia are 
identical to the most effective IPM 
programs used in UK strawberries. 
However, we do not believe that 
mass trapping with blue sticky traps 
is a cost effective strategy, and do not 

recommend this practice. 
To view the full article please visit: 

h t tp : / /hor t i cu l tu re .ahdb.org .uk/
publication/1415-western-flower-thrips-
control-strawberry

It is important that prior to 
implementing an IPM program, 
growers contact their strawberry runner 
providers, to ensure there are no 
residually toxic pesticides present in 
their plants that might affect their IPM 
program.

To control WFT utilising IPM 
strategies in Australia please contact 
Biological Services for more information 
at Phone: 08 8584 6977
info@biologicalservices.com.au 
www.biologicalservices.com.au

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN YOUR STATE? WESTERN AUSTRALIA
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is a small market and development 
costs for new products are increasing so 
it is to our advantage that we ensure all 
currently registered products have the 
longest possible effective life.

The statement below is directly 
quoted from a document published 
by the Fungicide Resistance Action 
Committee (FRAC) (www.frac.info 
which ‘works to prolong the effectiveness 
of fungicides liable to encounter 
resistance problems and to limit crop 
losses should resistance appear.’

“The main resistance management 
strategies currently recommended are: 
avoid repetitive and sole use; mix or 
alternate with an appropriate partner 
fungicide; limit number and timing 
of treatments; avoid eradicant use; 
maintain recommended dose rate; 
integrate with non-chemical methods. 
Wherever feasible, several strategies 
should be used together.’

Chemical costs are increasing and it 
may seem that one way to save money 
is by using lower rates than label rates. 
An example that comes up repeatedly 
in Western Australia is the use of lower 
than label rates of soil fumigants. It 
appears some people are ignoring the 
fact that there is a higher rate of fumigant 
prescribed for strawberries than for 
vegetables. It is false economy to use 

lower rates of any fumigant. Control 
will be incomplete and resistance 
development (which is happening quite 
fast enough as it is) will be even quicker.  

We do not have a wide range of 
fumigants to choose from and at the 
present time, if either, or both metham 
or Telone® become ineffective we do 
not currently have a replacement.  

The other example from Western 
Australia is the use of phosphorous acid 
(the active ingredient in products such 
as Agri-Fos®, Phosfusion®) to control 
Phytophthora crown rots. A minor use 
permit exists (PER80064) which clearly 
states ‘Apply as a foliar application.’ Yet I 
hear repeatedly of growers applying this 
chemical through the trickle. Not only is 
it illegal, being contrary to the permit it 
exposes the chemical to a much greater 
population of the pathogen and so the 
chances of resistance occurring is much 
greater. Once again we do not have a 
replacement for this product to control 
Phytophthora at this point in time. There 
are other chemicals that could be used 
but they are more hazardous and more 
expensive.

Some companies are trying to 
circumvent APVMA legislation by 
calling phosphorous acid a fertiliser 
but it is NOT a fertiliser, the phosphite 
ion is not readily able to be used by 

plants. If you use it repeatedly and 
not according to permit directions 
you are risking it becoming useless for 
its true purpose which is a fungicide. 
Resistance to phosphorous acid HAS 
been documented in a range of crops. 
It is a reality.

Trials in New Zealand (2007) have 
shown pre-plant dipping to be more 
effective than post-planting sprays. 
Dipped plants producing 46% more fruit, 
compared to 25% for sprayed plants 
over that of control treatment, averaged 
across all varieties however this is not 
an approved use of the chemical in any 
state other than Queensland.

FAST ACTING LIQUIDS

1800 634 204
www.ocp.com.au

30% w/v Calcium 
20% w/v Sulphur

• Liquid claybreaker
•  Balances high sodium soils
•  Boosts Calcium & Sulphur levels
• Fast acting liquid

25% w/v Calcium 
13% w/v Magnesium
• Corrects acid soils
•  Boosts Calcium & Magnesium levels
• Fast acting liquid

max. 40% Calcium w/v
• Superior acid soil correction
•  Boosts Calcium levels
• Fast acting liquid

OCP428_Ultimate Agri 1/4pp Ad FA.indd   1 8/04/2016   3:05 pm
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LEADING THE WAY   
IN SMART IRRIGATION   
SOLUTIONS   

GROW MORE WITH LESS®

Since our establishment over 50 years ago, we have worked together 
with our many partners to make a positive impact on agriculture, helping 
farmers grow more with less.
Continue to partner with us as we revolutionise irrigation globally for a 
more sustainable future. Together we can make a change.

Tel: 1300 307 407 
Fax: 03 9369 3865 
Email: au.net.info@netafim.com 
Web: netafim.com.au

NETAFIM AUSTRALIA
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Transitions in the temperate zone
The 2015-2016 growing season has 
proved to be a time of transition for 
the Victorian Strawberry Industry 
Development Committee (VSIDC) with 
key long-term personnel changes. 

Jason Hingston started the ball 
rolling when he moved out of the 
VSIDC Industry Development Officer 
(IDO) role with the completion of the 
project in November 2015. Jason had 
been instrumental in greatly enhancing 
the communication and information 
flows by proving to be a valuable 
link between industry personnel and 
biosecurity, research and development 
outcomes as well as other extension 
officers. 

Then in January 2016 Len O’Connor 
announced his intention to retire after 
being in the CEO role at the VSIDC for 
19 years. In his time at the VSIDC, Len 
saw the Victorian strawberry industry 
become more cohesive, undergo 
significant and grow substantially in 
that time. His sustained hard work and 
dedication to all facets of the strawberry 
industry will be sorely missed.

Miffy Gilbert recently joined the 

VSIDC as the new CEO and is well-
placed to assist the organisation 
transition into a new era. She has a 
background in horticulture (nursery 
and garden industry) as well as 
communications and business 
development experience. 

Miffy is looking forward to working 
with the strawberry industry to facilitate 
improved technical, communications 
and business outcomes for all players. 

“I have enjoyed my first few 
months immensely. The recent VSGA 
Strawberry Ball clearly demonstrated 
to me just how united the industry is – 
it is a great starting place to build on 
that strong sense of community and 
communication,” she said.

At the time of publication, 
applications for a suitable IDO 
to manage the new Horticulture 
Innovation Australia (HIAL formerly 
HAL) temperate strawberries industry 
development program were closing. 
The transition will be complete over 
the winter months, ready to launch into 
a productive and prosperous 2016-
2017 temperate strawberry growing  
season.

The new CEO, Miffy Gilbert (B. App. Sci Hort.) 
brings a wealth of experience to the Victorian 
Strawberry Industry Development Committee 
(VSIDC). 

VICTORIA UPDATE
Miffy Gilbert, CEO VSIDC

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN YOUR STATE? VICTORIA

Quiedan 

Australia 
 
  

Offering innovative Hydroponic solutions.   

Phone or email Paul Dydula on 0418 793 656 or 
paul@quiedantunnelsaustralia.com 
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AustraBlend Pty Ltd
AustraBlend Multi Mineral Soil Conditioner is a 
soil improver for agriculture, water conservation, 
organic soil conditioning and food security
Contact: Michael Farrar
Phone: 07 3821 0745
Email: mfarrar@austrahort.com.au
Web: www.austrablend.com

Australian Strawberry Distributors
Contact: Jim Ripepi
Phone: 03 5964 4371
Web: www.asdstrawberries.com.au

AustSafe Super
AustSafe Super is the industry super fund for 
rural and regional Australia. For over 25 years, 
we’ve been committed to supporting the 
Strawberry Industry and looking after members’ 
super throughout their working life, and into 
retirement. We also have a team of local 
Regional Managers on hand to help employers 
understand super and meet their obligations.
Contact: Bruce Waltisbuhl, Regional Manager 
Southern Qld on 0400 995 824 
Email: bwaltisbuhl@austsafe.com.au
Web:  www.austsafe.com.au  

Barmac (a Divison of Amgrow)  
Barmac services a number of markets in 
the agricultural, horticulture and urban pest 
control arenas by formulating and supplying a 
wide range of commodity and specialty plant 
protection, nutrition and pest control products.
Phone: 07 3802 5050
Email: sales@barmac.com.au
Web: www.barmac.com.au

Berry Yummy Marketing
Berry Yummy is a Distribution and Marketing 
business, Our aim is to take the stress out of 
the supply chain. We achieve this by running 
our own temperature controlled trucks 
specifically for berries, through to our own 
internal QA which ensure our quality berries 
receive the maximum returns and are sold to 
the appropriate customers. Berry Yummy owns 
the PBR in Australasia to Spelndor which is a 
partnership with Plant Sciences. We offer our 
partners the opportunity to grow these varieties 
which produce high yield great tasting fruit. Our 
fully transparent approach allows our growers 
to receive their returns with a breakdown of 
costs daily, along with a quality report so any 
issues can be addressed. If we can assist in the 
collection, distribution and marketing of your 
berries please get in touch.
Contact: Ray Daniels
Phone: 07 54967364
Email: ray.daniels@berryyummy.com.au

David Evans Group
Leading supplier of innovative agricultural 
equipment and tailored solutions for the 
Strawberry industry.
Contact: Sales, Parts & Service
Phone: 07 5476 1166
Email: Nambour@deg.com.au
Web: www.deg.com.au

Fruithaul
Refrigerated Produce Distribution. Refrigerated 
Transport direct from the farm to produce 
markets and supermarket distribution 
centers along the Eastern Seaboard.  
Contact: Mathew Vallance
Phone: 07 5495 6777 
Email: operations@fruithaul.com.au
Web: www.fruithaul.com.au 

Fullyarn Packaging
Fullyarn Packaging is a manufacturing company 
specializing in the design and production of 
plastic packaging containers for food and 
produce. With an innovative research and 
development team, Fullyarn can cater to the 
specific needs of our customers. With the very 
latest technology, equipment and rigorous 
production management under the control of 
experienced personnel enables Fullyarn to offer 
you reliable service. Environmental protection is 
at the core of Fullyarn’s work philosophy which 
is why we produce products primarily from 
recycled PET plastics. PET, PVC, PP, and PS are 
only alternative materials we offer.
Contact: Hody
Phone: 1300 761 188
Email: hody@fullyarn.com
Web: www.fullyarn-packaging.com

Glasshouse Design & Manufacturing
Queensland’s No.1 strawberry equipment 
manufacturer of plastic layers, plastic 
retrievers, inter-row sprayers, poly pipe winders 
and conveyor systems. Proudly supplying 
agricultural and engineering products and 
services for over 25 years.   
Equipment Sales: Trevor Bickle     
Other Sales and Services: Ian or Maree
Phone: 07 5494 0088   
Fax: 07 5494 0924
Email: sales@gdmaust.com    
Web: www.gdmaust.com

Landmark
Contact: Karl Tollner 0427 756 637
Phone: 07 5446 7728
Email: karl.tollner@landmark.com.au

Netafim
At Netafim, we help our customers produce 
more yields and better crops with less 
resources. Netafim is the global leader in 
smart drip and micro-irrigation solutions for a 
sustainable future. Since introducing the world’s 
first drip irrigation solutions in 1965, we have led 
the way by developing products that help our 
customers optimize results. We offer superior 
irrigation control and fertigation systems, to 
help the world Grow More With Less®.
Contact: Jeremy Evans
Phone: 0417 584 581
Email: jeremy.evans@netafim.com
Web: www.netafim.com.au

Norco Rural Wamuran
Contact: Ruth Thompson
Phone: 5496 6500 (Option 2 – Rural Supply)
Email: wamuran@norco.com.au
Web: www.norco.com.au

Orora Fibre Packaging
Our range of corrugated board cartons are 
specifically designed to get fresh fruit and 
vegetables from farm to the retailer in the 
best possible condition. Packaging solution 
providers.
Contact: Joe Gilligan
Phone: 0408 717 880
Email: joseph.gilligan@ororagroup.com
Web: www.ororagroup.com

R&R Fumigation Services
Specialising in soil fumigation services and 
related products, R&R Fumigation Services 
provide the most complete and comprehensive 
range of soil fumigation options available today. 
Contact: Rod Mitchell 0418 585 666 or
Rob Gregorio 0400 538 715

Email: sales@fumigation.com.au
Web: www.fumigation.com.au

Red Jewel Nursery
Red Jewel Nursery specializes in the supply 
of green top (leaf on) strawberry runners for 
the Australian strawberry industry.  Frozen and 
trial plants of new varieties are available by 
arrangement. 
Contact: Elise Pike 0429 841 133
Phone: 07 4684 1133
Web: www.redjewel.com.au

Ross & Co Fruit & Vegetables Pty Ltd
Strawberry Specialists, Stands 17 – 19, Building 
B, Brisbane Market, Rocklea QLD 4106.
Contact: Sean 0448 888 675
Nick 0419 657 255
Email: admin@rossandco.com.au

Sam Greco & Co Chartered Accountants
Contact: Sam Greco
Phone: 3263 5200
Email: sam.greco@taxonline.com.au
Web: www.taxonline.com.au

S & F Produce
Contact: Tony Cutri 0409 445629
Phone: 02 93256137
Fax: 02 93256138
Email: sandfproduce@gmail.com

Steritech
Export and domestic market access using 
irradiation which is a chemical free phytosanitary 
treatment, providing a safe and effective option 
to maintain market access for all Australian 
states using ICA-55 and export to the USA, New 
Zealand, Malaysia and Indonesia.
Contact: Glenn Robertson
Phone: 0402 456 124
Email: grobertson@steritech.com.au
Web: www.steritech.com.au

Sweets Strawberry Runners
A focus on minimising plant stress and time 
out of the ground from harvest to delivery 
on farm has been the driving force behind us 
developing specifically designed production 
and processing systems unlike any other in 
Australia.
Contact: Wally Sweet
Phone: 07 4683 6209 
Email: office@sweetstrawberryrunners.com.au
Web: www.sweetstrawberryrunners.com.au

Toolangi Certified Strawberry Runner Co-Op
Growers of quality certified strawberry plants 
since 1960. Access to “World’s Best” varieties.
Phone: 03 5962 9220
Fax: 03 5962 9416
Email: admin@tcsrgco-op.com.au 

DIRECTORY
The following businesses have shown their support of the Queensland Strawberry Industry this year by becoming Associate 
Members of the Queensland Strawberry Growers Association. We encourage growers to show your appreciation by 
supporting these businesses where possible.

INDUSTRY SPONSORS
The Queensland Strawberry Growers 
Association would like to thank our Industry 
Sponsors for your ongoing support:

PLATINUM: Toolangi Certified Strawberry 
Runners

GOLD: Red Jewel Nursery and Sweets 
Strawberry Runners

SILVER: Barmac and David Evans Group

BRONZE

Australian Strawberry Distributors, AustSafe 
Super, Netafim, Organic Crop Protectants, 
Rivulis and Steritech



24

THE PUBLICATION
Publisher
Strawberry Innovation 
www.strawberryinnovation.com

Editor
Jennifer Rowling: office@qldstrawberries.com.au
Fax: 07 5474 0374
Mobile: 0438 752 177
Address: PO Box 917, Cooroy Qld 4563

Advertising Manager
Jennifer Rowling
Advertising Enquiries
office@qldstrawberries.com.au
Fax: 07 5474 0374
Mobile: 0438 752 177

Contributing Writers
Jennifer Rowling (QSGA); Mark Herrington; Jodi 
Neal; Lien Ko; Apollo Gomez; Michelle Paynter; 
Louella Woolcock; Karen Spencer; Aileen Reid; 
Scott Mattner; David Oag; Peter Nimmo; Mirko 
Milinkovic; Paul Jones; Lachlan Chilman; Miffy 
Gilbert.

Submissions
If you have articles or suitable work for this
publication, please submit to the editor for
consideration. All correspondence of this 
nature should be directed to The Editor at the 
above address. Strawberry Innovation accepts 
no liability for loss or damage to unsolicited 
material.

Strawberry Innovation
National Coordination: RMCG, Clinton Muller
Sub-Tropical Delivery: QSIPC, Jen Rowling
Temperate Delivery: VSIDC

© Strawberry Innovation. All rights reserved. 
No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
stored in a retrieval system, transmitted in 
any form or by an other mean, electronic, 
mechanical, photocopying, recording or 
otherwise, without the prior permission in 
writing to the publishers. While every effort 
has been made to ensure the accuracy of the 
information in this publication, the publishers 
assume no responsibility for errors or omissions 
or any consequences of reliance on this 
publication. The opinions expressed in this 
publication do not necessarily represent the 
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QUEENSLAND
Tuesday 5th July 2016
QSGA Management and Normal 
Meeting. 
Glasshouse Mountains Sports Club from 
5pm for Management Meeting and 7pm 
for Normal Meeting.

Tuesday 12th July 2016
Stanthorpe Growers Workshop
Applethorpe Research Station, New 
England Highway, Applethorpe (time 
TBC)

Saturday, 20th August 2016
Strawberry Festival
Sandstone Point Hotel

Tuesday 4th October 2016
QSGA Management and Normal 
Meeting
Glasshouse Mountains Sports Club from 
5pm for Management Meeting and 7pm 
for Normal Meeting

November 2016 
Strawberry Growers Bus Trip
Date and destination to be advised. 
Stay tuned!

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
August 2016 
SGAWA AGM
35 Ross Street, Jandabup (date/time 
TBC)

VICTORIA
September 2016 
Ladies Dinner 
Date and venue TBC
October 2016
VSIDC Annual General Meeting 
Date and venue TBC

TASMANIA
19th July 2016
Fruit Growers Tasmania Inc. (FGT) 
Export Registration Day (including for 
strawberries) 
10am- 4pm in Hobart

NEWS & EVENTS

As part of the new Australian 
strawberry industry development 
program, Strawberry Innovation, 

periodic communication products 
will be distributed to the Australian 
strawberry industry, including quarterly 
hard copies of the Simply Red 
newsletter and a monthly e-newsletter, 
The Punnet, containing news, resources 
and event information relevant to your 
business.   

RM Consulting Group (RMCG) is 
coordinating the national strawberry 
industry development program, and 
has liaised with state industry groups 
working with Strawberry growers and 
industry associates to share your contact 
details, to enable the distribution of 
these communication products.

RMCG will only use your 
contact details for the purposes of 
communication about this program.  If 
you do not wish to receive any updates 
from Strawberry Innovation, would 
like to know more about the program, 
or would like to update your contact 
details, please visit the website or feel 
welcome to contact Clinton Muller from 
RMCG on (03) 9882 2670 or at clintonm@
rmcg.com.au
www.strawberryinnovation.com 

COMMUNICATION FROM 
STRAWBERRY INNOVATION

For more information regarding any of the meetings and events listed above, 
or to learn more about the latest developments in the industry please visit  
www.strawberryinnovation.com or contact your local industry contact.


