
How can I control pests? Options for 
controlling fruit and foliar diseases in strawberries

PEST TYPE OF CONTROL CONTROL OPTIONS INSECTICIDE 
GROUP

REGISTERED IN? WHP 
(DAYS)

CONDITIONS OF USE

Grey mould 
(Botrytis cinerea)

Registered 
pesiticides

Bacillus amyloliquefaciens strain QST713 e.g. 
Serenade Opti biofungicide.

44 All states. None Preventative only. 

Captan (900g/kg) e.g. Crop Care Captan 
WG fungicide, Farmoz Captan fungicide.

M4 All states. 1 Preventative and curative. No more than 5 applications per season. Apply every 10 
days commencing at blossom stage. 

Copper as ammonium complex e.g. Liquicop 
Copper Fungicide.

M1 Vic, Tas, SA and WA 
only.

1 7-10 day intervals.

Copper hydroxide e.g. Bayer Blue Shield DF 
copper fungicide.

M1 Vic, Tas, SA and WA 
only.

1 7-10 day intervals.

Cyprodinil + Fludioxonil e.g. Switch. 9 & 12 All states. 3 Maximum 3 sprays/crop
7-14 day intervals.

Fenhexamid e.g. Teldor 500 SC fungicide. J All states. None Do not apply more than 2 successive sprays before switching to a fungicide from a 
different group.

Iprodione e.g. Rovral. 2 All states. 1 Do not apply more than 2 successive sprays before switching to a fungicide from a 
different group.

Penthiopyrad e.g. Fontelis. 7 All states. None Do not apply more than 2 successive sprays before switching to a fungicide from a 
different group. Apply at 7-10 day intervals.

Pyrimethanil e.g. Scala 600 SC fungicide, 
Predict 600 SC fungicide.

9 All states. 1 This is subject to a CropLife Australia Resistance Management Strategy which governs 
the maximum number of applications per season. Refer to www.croplife.org.au for 
more information. 

Thiram e.g. Thiragranz fungicide, Barmac 
Thiram DG fungicide.

M3 Qld, Vic, Tas, SA, WA 
only.

7 Apply as a protective spray at flowering at 10-14 day intervals.

This project has been funded by Hort Innovation, using the strawberry research and development levy and contributions from the 
Australian Government. Hort Innovation is the grower owned, not-for-profit research and development corporation for Australian 
horticulture.
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This table lists the major fruit and foliar diseases that impact on strawberry production in Australia and available control options. For each pest, the registered and permitted 
pesticides are listed along with the active ingredient, insecticide group, withholding period (WHP), and conditions of use. All efforts have been made to provide the most current 
(August 2018), complete and accurate information on these registered and permitted pesticides, however we recommend that you confirm details at the APVMA website: 
https://apvma.gov.au

http://www.croplife.org.au
https://apvma.gov.au
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PEST TYPE OF CONTROL CONTROL OPTIONS INSECTICIDE 
GROUP

REGISTERED IN? WHP 
(DAYS)

CONDITIONS OF USE

Minor use permits None

Non-chemical 
control

Reduce background level of disease by removing plant debris and rotted fruit. Use optimal cultivation techniques.

Powdery mildew
(Podosphaera 
aphanis)

Registered pesticides Myclobutanil e.g. Systhane 400 WP fungicide, 
Stamina Systemic fungicide.

3 All states. None Do not apply more than 2 successive sprays before switching to a fungicide from a 
different group.

Penthiopyrad e.g. Fontelis. 7 All states. None Do not apply more than 2 successive sprays before switching to a fungicide from a 
different group. Apply at 7-10 day intervals.

Potassium bicarbonate e.g. Ecocarb 
fungicide.

M2 All states. None 7-10 day intervals.

Sulphur e.g. Sulfostar DF fungicide, Fungisul 
80 Wettable Sulphur fungicide.

M2 Variable, refer to 
label.

None 10-14 day intervals.

Trifloxystrobin e.g. Flint 500 WG fungicide. 11 All states. 1 No more than 3 sprays/season.
Alternate with a fungicide from another group.

Minor use permits PER83325: To control powdery mildew in 
strawberries: Thiovit Jet fungicide/miticide 
plus other registered products containing 
800g/kg sulphur as their only active 
constituent.

Y Qld, Tas, Vic - only 
registered for use by 
Driscolls staff and 
contractors.

None Apply when the disease is first noticed and then at 10 – 14 day intervals during humid 
weather.

Non-chemical 
control

Reduce background level of disease by removing plant debris and rotted fruit. Use optimal cultivation techniques – allow good air flow.

Black spot 
(Colletotrichum 
acutatum)

Registered 
fungicides

Captan (900g/kg) e.g. Crop Care Captan WG 
fungicide, Farmoz Captan fungicide.

M4 All states. 1 Preventative and curative. No more than 5 applications per season. Apply every 10 
days commencing at blossom stage. 

Thiram e.g. Thiragranz fungicide, Barmac 
Thiram DG fungicide.

M3 Qld, Vic, SA, Tas and 
WA only.

7 Apply as a protective spray at flowering 10-14 day intervals.

Non-chemical 
control

Reduce background levels of disease by removing plant debris.
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Crown and petiole 
rots (Colletotrichum 
gloeosporioides)

Registered 
fungicides

Cyprodinil/Fludioxonil e.g. Switch. 9 & 12 All states. 3 Maximum 3 sprays/crop 7-14 day intervals.

Non-chemical 
control

Rotate crops and practice good hygiene.

Crown rot 
(Phytophthora spp.)

Registered 
fungicides

None

Minor use permits PER80064: For the control of Phytophthora 
in strawberries. Any registered product 
containing either 200 g/L, 300 g/L, 400 g/L, 
460 g/L, 500 g/L, 600 g/L, 620 g/L or 625 
g/L phosphorous acid as their only active 
constituent.

33 All states except Vic*. 0 Post-planting only. Apply after establishment and weekly for 2-3 weeks. Maximum 4 
sprays only.

Non-chemical 
control

Rotate crops and practice good hygiene.

Leaf blight 
(Dendrophoma 
obscurans)

Registered 
fungicides

Captan (900g/kg) e.g. Crop Care Captan WG 
fungicide, Farmoz Captan fungicide.

M4 All states. 1 Preventative and curative. No more than 5 applications per season. Apply every 10 
days commencing at blossom stage.

Zineb e.g. Barmac Zineb fungicide. Y Qld and WA only. 7 As required.

Non-chemical 
control

Reduce background level of disease by removing plant debris

Leaf scorch
(Diplocarpon 
earlianum)

Registered 
fungicides

Captan (900g/kg) e.g. Crop Care Captan WG 
fungicide, Farmoz Captan fungicide.

M4 All states. 1 Preventative and curative. No more than 5 applications per season. Apply every 10 
days commencing at blossom stage.

Copper oxychloride e.g. Ospray Copper 
Oxychloride WP.

Y All states. 1 10-14 day intervals.

Zineb e.g. Barmac Zineb fungicide. Y Tas only. 7 As required.

Non-chemical 
control

Reduce background level of disease by removing plant debris.



This project has been funded by Hort Innovation, using the strawberry research and development levy and contributions from the Australian Government.  
Hort Innovation is the grower owned, not-for-profit research and development corporation for Australian horticulture.
Disclaimer: Hort Innovation and RM Consulting Group (RMCG) make no representations and expressly disclaim all warranties (to the extent permitted by law) about the accuracy, completeness, or currency of information in this factsheet. Users should take independent action to confirm any information in this 
factsheet before relying on its accuracy in any way. Reliance on any information provided by Hort Innovation or RMCG is entirely at your own risk. Hort Innovation or RMCG are not responsible for, and will not be liable for, any loss, damage, claim, expense, cost (including legal costs) or other liability arising in any 
way (including from Hort Innovation, RMCG or any other person’s negligence or otherwise) from your use or non-use of the factsheet or from reliance on information contained in the factsheet or that Hort Innovation or RMCG provides to you by any other means.
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PEST TYPE OF CONTROL CONTROL OPTIONS INSECTICIDE 
GROUP

REGISTERED IN? WHP 
(DAYS)

CONDITIONS OF USE

Leaf spot 
(Mycosphaerella 
fragariae)

Registered 
fungicides

Copper as ammonium complex e.g. Liquicop 
Copper fungicide.

Y Vic, Tas, SA and WA 
only.

1 7-10 day intervals.

Copper hydroxide e.g. Bayer Blue Shield DF 
copper fungicide.

M1 Vic, Tas, SA and WA 
only.

1 7-10 day intervals.

Copper oxychloride eg. Ospray Copper 
Oxychloride WP.

Y All states. 1 10-14 day intervals.

Non-chemical 
control

Reduce background level of disease by removing plant debris.

Fruit rot 
(Gloeosporium and 
Phytophthora)

Registered 
fungicides

Captan (900g/kg) eg. Crop Care Captan WG 
fungicide, Farmoz Captan fungicide.

M4 All states 1 Preventative and curative. No more than 5 applications per season. Apply every 10 
days commencing at blossom stage. 

Non-chemical 
control

Reduce background level of disease by removing plant debris and rotted fruit. Use optimal cultivation techniques. Practice good hygiene.

*Minor use permits: Victoria is not included in these permits because their ‘control-of-use’ legislation means that a permit is not required to legalise off-label use in Victoria.

IPM Compatibility 
of Pesticides

Growers using an IPM approach need to consider the IPM compatibility of any pesticide they apply. This means considering not only the efficacy of the product, but also its impact on the key beneficial insects and 
mites in each specific cropping system. Growers are encouraged to contact an IPM consultant for specific advice about the IPM compatibility of the pesticides listed in this fact sheet.

Updates and 
Further Information

Pesticide registration and permit information changes regularly. To access the most up-to-date information, check the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority website at: http://apvma.gov.au, or 
InfoPest at: http://www.infopest.com.au
This information has been compiled by the temperate Development Officer for the Australian strawberry industry. For further information, please contact: ido@vicstrawberry.com.au 

http://apvma.gov.au
http://www.infopest.com.au
mailto:ido%40vicstrawberry.com.au?subject=

