
How can I control pests? Options for 
controlling chewing and biting pests in strawberries

PEST TYPE OF CONTROL CONTROL OPTIONS INSECTICIDE 
GROUP

REGISTERED IN? WHP (DAYS) CONDITIONS OF USE

Cluster 
caterpillars, 
Heliothis, Light 
brown apple 
moth, loopers

Registered 
pesiticides

Bacillus thuringiensis var. kurstaki
e.g. DiPel DF biological insecticide, 
Delfin WG biological insecticide.

11 All states. None No restrictions. 

Cyantraniliprole (100g/L) e.g. DuPont Benevia 
insecticide.

28 All states. 1 No more than 2 sprays/season at 7-10 day intervals. 

Emamectin (as emamectin benzoate) e.g. Proclaim Opti 
Insecticide.

6 All states. 3 Maximum of 3 sprays/season at minimum intervals of 7 days.

Flubendiamide e.g. Belt 480 SC Insecticide (field and 
protected cropping).

28 All states. 1 No more than 3 sprays/season at 7-14 day intervals.

Methomyl e.g. Lannate, DuPont Marlin. 1A LBAM, Heliothis – SA and 
WA only.
Heliothis, looper, cluster 
caterpillar – Qld, NSW, Vic, 
Tas, WA and NT.

3 (fresh fruit)
10 (frozen 
fruit).

No restrictions.

Nuclear Polyhedrosis Virus of Helicoverpa armigera e.g. 
Vivus Max Helicoverpa Biocontrol or Gemstar LC Biolog-
ical Insecticide.

N/A All states. None Retreatment may be required at 2-3 day intervals when eggs are 
present.

Spinetotram (120g/L) e.g. Success Neo insecticide. 5 All states. 1 No more than 3 sprays before alternating with a different insecticide 
group.

Trichlorfon e.g. Dipterex 500 SL, Lepidex 500. 1B Variable, refer to label. 2 Do not spray when bees are foraging.

Non-chemical 
control

Remove nearby infested host crop plants, if present e.g. tomatoes.

This project has been funded by Hort Innovation, using the strawberry research and development levy and contributions from the 
Australian Government. Hort Innovation is the grower owned, not-for-profit research and development corporation for Australian 
horticulture.
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This table lists the major chewing and biting pests that impact on strawberry production in Australia and available control options. For each pest, the registered and permitted 
pesticides are listed along with the active ingredient, insecticide group, withholding period (WHP), and conditions of use. All efforts have been made to provide the most current 
(August 2018), complete and accurate information on these registered and permitted pesticides, however we recommend that you confirm details at the APVMA website: 
https://apvma.gov.au

https://apvma.gov.au
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Carpophilus 
beetles

Registered pesticides None

Minor use permits None

Non-chemical 
control

Pheromone and attractant traps with pesticide e.g. Carpophilus Catcha traps.

Queensland 
fruit fly 
(Bacterocera 
tryoni) 

Mediterranean 
fruit fly 
(Cerititis 
capitata)

Registered pesticides Maldison e.g. Fyfanon 440EW. 1B All states. 3 Maximum of 6 sprays/season, minimum 7 days apart.
Do not spray when bees are foraging.

Spinosad e.g. Naturalure fruit fly bait concentrate. 5 All states. None Apply as band or spot sprays. Repeat every 7 days.

Minor use permits PER12486: Control of fruit fly on berry fruit:
Dipterex 500 SL insecticide plus other registered 
products containing 500 g/L trichlorfon as their only 
active constituent.

1B Qld, NSW, SA, WA, ACT, NT*. 14 Maximum of 3 sprays/season, minimum 7 days apart.
Do not spray when bees are foraging.

PER12927: Suppression of fruit fly on specified berry 
fruit: Success Neo insecticide containing 120 g/L 
spinetoram as its only active constituent.

5 Qld, NSW, SA, WA, ACT, NT*. 1 Maximum 4 sprays/season, 7-14 days apart.
Suppression only.

Scarab beetles Registered pesticides None

Minor use permits PER81745 control of Scarab beetles in strawberries: 
suSCon Green plus other registered products containing 
100 g/kg chlorpyrifos as their only active constituent. 
suSCon Blue soil insecticide plus other registered 
products containing: 140 g/kg chlorpyrifos as their only 
active constituent. 

1B Qld only. None Apply during bed formation.
Do not make more than one application.

Crickets (field 
and mole)

Registered pesticides Chlorpyrifos Lorsban 500 EC insecticide 1B QLD and WA. None Used as soil bait in newly formed beds or newly planted runners.
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Mice Registered pesticides None

Minor use permits PER14307: Control of mice in strawberry production: 
Rattoff zinc phosphide plus other registered products 
containing 25 g/kg zinc phophide as their only active 
constituent. 

All states. None The bait sachets MUST be placed in fixed bait stations secured to the 
ground or fencing.
Perimeter bait stations should also be placed around the perimeter 
of the crop at 35m intervals. 
DO NOT bait within at least 5 metres from crop boundaries or within 
native vegetation. 

Snails Registered pesticides Iron EDTA complex e.g. Multiguard Snail and Slug Killer, 
Eradicate Snail and Slug Killer.

All states. None No restrictions. 

Weevils Registered pesticides none

Minor use permits PER14192: Control of whitefringed weevil and garden 
weevil in strawberries: DuPont Avatar insecticide con-
taining 300g/kg indoxacarb as the only active constitu-
ent.

22A All states except Vic*. 2 No more than 2 applications per season with a minimum of 7 days 
between treatments. 

Earwigs Registered pesticides None

Minor use permits PER85622: To control European earwig in hydroponic 
grown strawberries: Lorsban 500 EC insecticide plus 
other registered products containing 55g/L chlorpyrifos 
as the only active constituent.

1B Tas only – only registered 
for use by Costa Exchange 
Pty Ltd staff or contractors.

None Bait traps to be attached to hydroponic table legs. Broadcast bait 
evenly across soil surface under tables during non-fruiting periods. 
DO NOT expose strawberry plants to direct contact with clorpyrifos 
treated bait.

IPM Compatibility of 
Pesticides

Growers using an IPM approach need to consider the IPM compatibility of any pesticide they apply. This means considering not only the efficacy of the product, but also its impact on the key beneficial insects and 
mites in each specific cropping system. Growers are encouraged to contact an IPM consultant for specific advice about the IPM compatibility of the pesticides listed in this fact sheet.

Updates and 
Further Information

Pesticide registration and permit information changes regularly. To access the most up-to-date information, check the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority website at: http://apvma.gov.au, or 
InfoPest at: http://www.infopest.com.au
This information has been compiled by the temperate Development Officer for the Australian strawberry industry. For further information, please contact: ido@vicstrawberry.com.au

*Minor use permits: Victoria is not included in these permits because their ‘control-of-use’ legislation means that a permit is not required to legalise off-label use in Victoria.

This project has been funded by Hort Innovation, using the strawberry research and development levy and contributions from the Australian Government.  
Hort Innovation is the grower owned, not-for-profit research and development corporation for Australian horticulture.
Disclaimer: Hort Innovation and RM Consulting Group (RMCG) make no representations and expressly disclaim all warranties (to the extent permitted by law) about the accuracy, completeness, or currency of information in this factsheet. Users should take independent action to confirm any information in this 
factsheet before relying on its accuracy in any way. Reliance on any information provided by Hort Innovation or RMCG is entirely at your own risk. Hort Innovation or RMCG are not responsible for, and will not be liable for, any loss, damage, claim, expense, cost (including legal costs) or other liability arising in any 
way (including from Hort Innovation, RMCG or any other person’s negligence or otherwise) from your use or non-use of the factsheet or from reliance on information contained in the factsheet or that Hort Innovation or RMCG provides to you by any other means.
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