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Berries Australia welcomes increased compliance  

activities on Coffs Coast. 

 

Berries Australia, peak industry body for the Australian berry industry welcomes the 

NSW Government’s crack-down on illegal water extraction in the Coffs Coast region. 

Executive Director Rachel Mackenzie said that the industry has taken significant pro-

active steps in relation to ensuring growers know the rules, but fundamentally these 

rules have to be enforced by government. 

“The blueberry industry has invested significantly in the development of a Code of 

Conduct and for the last year we have been working with growers to help them become 

compliant,” Ms Mackenzie said. 

“The Natural Resources Access Regulator has an important job to do and if there is 

found to be instances of deliberately non-compliant activity then they should take the 

appropriate action. 

As the peak industry body, it is our job to ensure that growers have the right information 

and tools to be compliant and we are very pleased to be working with the NSW 

government through the Coastal Catchments Initiative. 

Fundamentally the actions of a few growers are causing great reputational damage to 

this incredibly important industry for the region and as a peak body we support those 

who do the right thing. 

The Coffs Coast blueberry industry is estimated to bring around $250 million worth of 

value to the region as well as attracting seasonal workers to the region which creates 

local jobs in a range of support sectors. 

We see this action by the NSW government as an important step to manage some of the 

community concerns around blueberry production and will give the Coffs Coast Council 

confidence that the introduction of development approvals for the region are not 

needed and will have unnecessary economic consequences for the region.” 

 

For further information, please contact Rachel Mackenzie on 0408 796 199 
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